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SOMETIME. 




(By Julia 

Soim'tiiue the sun will 
And fields will wave 
Sonnet i me the lanes tha 
Will bloom again with 



Sometime shall Justice #e installed, 
And Might and Friest<irjrft be recalled, 
Sometime, O, Truth, t!hy power shall reign, 
While Falsehood hide* W head in 




Sometime all chains shall' broken be, 
And Mankind rise, supreme and free; 
Sometime, when aworf. by Right .re 
And Womanhood with Honor 
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BLUE GRASS BLADE 



Depending upon the receipt of a biographical sketch which 
failed to arrive in time, the Blade has been compelled to omit pic- 
ture and biography for this week. This omission will be only for 
this week, the pictures and sketches being resumed again in 
our next. , 1 | 



Persistence of Superstition 



Fearful Cost of the Experiment of Believing 
in Divine Revelations and Crucified 
Gods. 



Like a mill-stone, sup< rstltion in its mul- 
titudinous forms has hung upon the car 
( f progress through all the dreary ages, 
with sorrow and with sadness we pondet 
DTK the pages of history; painfully we 
look back into the dark and bloody past, 
and see empires rising and falling at th* 
command of these phantoms of the human 
brain. 

The long night of savag.-ry whs prolonged 
for thousands of years bv the terrible 
power of superstition : in the slow march 
of progress the stage of barbarism is not 
\rt passed b\ ;i majority of the nations o! 

this beautiful earth, because of the super- 
stitions that still MrelTe, and even amonp, 
the most highly favor.. 1 nations of th* 
glotMi millions of people OOftttaue to believe 
in ghosts, talking with the dead, getting re* 
ligion. omens, dreams, divine revelations, 
crucified saviors and many other sUipid and 
idiotic superstitions Utterly antagonistic to 
the progress, happiness and development of 
tin- human rae. . 

The deadly scourges of alcholism. tuber 
onloali ami s\ phiiis whieh completely beg. 
gar the power of human ipeeeli to describe, 
are Innocent plagues when compered to the 

hldeoOJ brood of supers'lt ions that have 

been trsnonitted to vis from the ages of 

ftYageri and barbarism. 
The belief in divine revelations, and 
erucifled Qods, and a thousand senseless 
■upersUtlOM has cost mankind in blood 
and tears and money more than all the 
niath< matieians of tlx- entire world can 

compote. 

If the vile brood of superstitions which 
still sway the world with more than a 
monarch's power eouhl be destroyed today. 

it is perfectly safe to any, that la the short 

period of lift > rears, the WhOli human 
family would be singing aottgl of joy and 
gladness, and this earth would be* a far 
BON beautiful homo for man than the 
mythical and fabbd Garden of BideB, 

In Dearly ill the Pities, towns and villages 

of the United itatee ■ rery tsrsjs percent 
aeje of tie people still believe in the ts> 
Dentition of healing the sick at i distance, 

warding off disease bv amulets, talking 
wiih spirits, and fcr the propagation of 
these insane superstitions a vast literature 
has sprung up. and numerous magazines 
and paperi ore published thai have a wide 
circulation, and their proprietors are irro w- 
ing wealthy in the propagation of those 
vicious and idiotic absurdities. 



To the ordinary mind this would seem 
to be impossible In the bright morning of 
the twentieth century, but when we recall 
the historic fact that the priests of super- 
stition have controlled the whole human 
family for thousands of years, we need not 
be as onished, because heredity, tradition 
and vested interests stand like a stone wall 
across the path of progress; nothing is 
valued so highly by Ignorant men and 
women as their superstitions — houses and 
lands and bank-stock are insignificant pos- 
sessions when compared to th< | r Insane de- 
lusions, and in the sad and bloody history 
of the human family every good man and 
every good woman who have tried to de- 
stroy the poisonous superstitions of ne- 
cromacy, eoroery, witch-craft ghosts, devils, 

divine revelations -and crucified gods hav« 
been ostracised and persecuted, and tens 
of millions have been cruelly and fiendishly 
put to death. 

Not many generations ago a superstition 
universally prevailed that a kins was a Cod. 
and all kings were worshipped as Hods, and 
at their death their ghosts wore propitiated, 
and prayers and gifts and sacrifices were 
universally made to appease the wrath and 
-♦•euro the favors of these kinglv ghosts: 
this was the real origin of all the super- 
natural religions that have cursed the hit- 
men faml 1, ♦Vomrti sll the dark and cheer 
less centuries, and reddened all the rivers 
of the earth with blood. 

TMs awful ■uueretftlon reaches far back 
in hlstorv, but after thousands of vears this 

l TV rstttion that all kings were Clods, pnve 
sway f o the modified superstition that 
Hmrs ore not real and veritable Gods, but 
•' »t all kines are sons of r.ods. and this 

•ou r-tlti- n reaches far back into the twi- 
light of Mstory; but after thousands or 
years It gave awav to the still milder 
superstition, that kings are appointed by 
Cod to rule over the toillntr millions, and 
this superstition with all its sorrows and 
horrors still prevails among nearlv all the 
races of men except the most highly de- 
veloped: let us never cease to rejoice and 
Sire thanks to Thomas Paine. Thomas .Tef- 
f« rSOO and Henjamln Franklin who extermi- 
nated this devilish supersMtton from the 
United States of America as completely as 
the immortal Tngersoll in idop recent his- 
tory banished the devil from our great re- 
public, and forever extinguished the flames 
( f a sulphurous hell. 

The people of the United States and 
France are the only great nations of the 
earth, that have completely disposed of the 
vile and horrible superstition of a malig- 
nant devil, and that other monstrous super- 



stition that kings are appointed by God to 
oppress the honest millions of tolling men; 
in nearly all other countries this hideous 
nightmare and devilish superstition still 
continues to enslave and impoverish many 
hundred millions of the human family. 

We have on this earth sixteen hundred 
million people, and with the exception of 
France and our own republic they are near- 
ly all the abject and hopelens slaves of 
superstition; in Russia alone there are one 
hundred and fifty millions of our brothers 
who are wretched and miserable slaves of 
the wicked superstition that God has ap- 
pointed an autocrat to rule them, and 
exploit the product of their hands and 
brain: they have no solace — no comfort — 
no liberty and no consolation except that 
which springs from the hope of death; their 
God-appointed Czar owns everything, ani- 
mate and inanimate, the bodies and the 
souls of all this vast number of human 
beings. 

Tn the beautiful and historic land of 
Spain there live twenty-five million of our 
brothers, cursed with the awful blight of 
■t&p rstition. and the terrible mildew of 
the inquisition, whose dark shadows blot 
out every star of hope and fill the land with 
sorrow and desolation: the sickening and 
sorrowing effects tnat flow from Pandora's 
box of superstition, and that have con- 
verted our beautiful earth Into a vale of 
tears and blood could be extended until 
the whole circumference of the earth would 
be included in the sad recital. 

There are manv strange things in human 
hlstorv. but the strangest and the most mys- 
terious of them all is the persistence of 
these Phantoms of the brain that have held 
mankind In bondage through all the cheer- 
less ages. 

T need therefore not repeat that the most 
solemn and sacred dutv of every lover of 
hnmanltv Is to labor dlHgentlv to extermi- 
nate from our beautiful earth every form 
of superstition, and fill the brain of the 
human race with the sublime truth that the 
universe is governed by law. and that obe- 
dience to natural law would fill the world 
with 1ov and gladness. 

How lone' O how long will It vet be be. 
fore mankind will learn that Science and 
Reason are the only saviors of the human 
race? 

Muncle, Indians. 




MARIETTA, O— A hasty search over 
some Rlades doesn't show to whom this 
should be addressed, but doubtless it will 
reach the right one. 

This morning a letter came from Ashlev 
Johnson saying he is glad of the oppor- 
tunity etc., so I send the enclosed blank, 
which I presume you will sign and send to 
him. 

I will make It for one year with the 
pledge that w ii carry my -.iart of it 
through the three years If he wishes to 
keep on, and the school continues. I shall 
not mind paying the $30.00 for hjs benefit 
and that of the school. 

I will write to a cousin, and if he wants 
to take the course I will send you another 
pupil. 

I think the money was to be paid Sep- 
tember 1st, or whenever It was found that 
a sufficient number were ready to begin, 
September lst.-H. M. LUCAS. 
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Higher Science Suspends 



Poor Health of Editor Heald and Hard 
Times Forces Brave Magazine to 
Give Up. 

The Blade Comes to the Rescue. 



To my readers and subscribers of Higher 
Science: — 

On account of poor health and hard times 
I am sorry to be compelled to discontinue 
the publication of the radical little magazine, 
but am glad to say that the Blue Grass 
Blade has kindly come to my rescue and 
will finish my paid subscription by sending 
the Blade free in Its stead for all unexpired 
'me to those who do not object. 

Those who would rather have balance due 
in cash kindly write me. I will say to you 
thai •'Dave's letters to his heavenly parent" 
will appear in the Blade each week as long 
as they are sufficiently Interesting, ana 
it may be other articles from my pen when 
they are worthy. 

T hope you will all subscribe for and sup. 
port the Blade when your time has expired. 
Very truly, 

FRANKLTN H. HEALD. 



MOTHERLOVE HOME JOINS. 

Friends among the Higher Science reaa- 
prs. who have taken interest In the Mother- 
love Movement: — 

We want a "good-bvp" word with you that 
is not to mean good-bvp at aM. Owing to 
the fact that the "Blade" Is flip only publi- 
cation of prominence in the whole free 
thought field that serins to have sufficient 
courage, common sense Cor botM to even 
mention the Motherlove work which Hleher 
Science has so bravely carried for two 
years now, we ask one and all to enlist for 
and with the Blade, since Hleher Science 
vou note, Is suspending in favor of the 
Blade. 

Wo ask this In the Inferos s of our par- 
ticular work which If done would do all 
that the various other factions are trvlng 
to do. and do It at one stroke. We stand 
to destroy the church by taxing awav Its 
business: the sure wav of killing anvtbln*. 
Removing the demand alwavs removes the 
supply. Our work Is to open the eyes of 
woman to the fact that the whole great 
office of the church Is to perpetuate wo- 
man's mental and physical degradation In 
the Interests of class slavery and cast 
distinctions based on spoils of war. bv caus- 
ing her to believe that her mental, economic 
and home slaverv Is a better protection of 
pedigrees than her mental, economic and 
personal freedom would be. Tf and when 
this can be done, will the blinded masses 
shiver and say "we must have the church to 
protect the family?" 

But— we find our progress must be slow 
for. In the outset what was told us we find 
to be true: viz. that we "are up against the 
whole church and state of the world." For 
this reason we are asking the freedom 
factions to co operate to make strength. 
Tn union alone there is power. For proof 
look at the power of the church united on 
this great false bueraboo above described 
the tying, binding — fooling of the mothers 
of the race to make them honorable! Sure, 
ly 'twer enough to make "a cat laff" and 
yet— how many take note and see the 



in its true light? We have found such a 
lamentable few among what we supposed 
the gods of intellect (materialists) who can 
see it that we at last realize the size of the 
burden we have espoused to lift. We are 
"up against" the density of intellect of the 
masses and the crafty cunning of those who 
do not have their names spelled "the 
masses." 

So — let us close by repeating: Ho! for 
co-operation! Let us have one or two good 
strong freethought papers that can say 
what they please, and will not be "afraid" 
of extinction because they tell all the truth, 
and then, after such a beginning is made 
we may "talk business" with the Pope and 
his God Almighty which is now, we know, 
the main dependence of the mothers of the 
race to protect their childreu from im- 
morality. 

As long as we are afraid of the devil, you 
may be sure the devil will have the fun and 
we will pay the fiddler. 

Slowly but surely the Motherlove princi- 
ple is destined to work through the unwill- 
ing and unwitting factions of reform and 
then only till all reform factions from ma- 
terialism to socialism take up the true edu- 
cation of young women showing the funda- 
mental reasons for fidelity to their children 
their mates and society, will the church of 
Rome ever find in those factions anything 
to be really afraid of? 

And — in the good-bve that's not to be 
frood bvp. let us ask of everv render of 
dear old Hleher Sclent the bravest of the 
brave (which launched thp work that under- 
ruts the whole devlltrv of craft), to kepp 
m toueh with us thmutrh th*» eolunin* of the 
Wnrte which now and tht-n will hav*» a word 
from the Motherlove principle as It slowly 
strneerles to the fore. 

Tt seems to us that whpn s** irreat a prin- 
ciple as human free.lom Is In tHe hatancp 
tfcnt all porqnnal eeoM«m would dip and 
pverv oup rally to simnort the nrtnclnte 
Tot us trv to work like the trusts: co- 
operate and eonouer. 

Voiii ^ for thp lhrhN ..f frp^dop, in "e law 



(Helen Phhbrlck C r. Sec 1 

THE BLADE ACCE°T8. 

Tbp Btade deeply regress the necessity of 
publishing the foregoing announcement, and 
yet, It Is filled with hope and gratitude at 
the supreme confidence displayed in Its 
abilltv and capacity to make up for what- 
ever losses may be sustained thereby. 

Freethought cannot afford to lose one of 
Its periodicals. The cause we advocate 
needs all the workers. It needs every force 
wo can command, and when cramping, op- 
pressive conditions surround any of our 
publications, it is the stern duty of all to 
come to its Immediate rescue. 

During its career Higher Science has laid 
the foundations for a clear and Intelligent 
understanding of the Freethought position. 
Tt has inculcated a higher ground for Free- 
thinkers to occupy, and as its name implied, 
it was In fact, a "Higher Science" magazine, 
resting assured that with the teaehlng of 
such subjects It would more surely work 
for the overthrow of orthodox superstitions. 

The Blade feels complimented by reason 
of the fact that Editor Franklin H. Heald 



has selected the Blade as a medium through 
which to fill his unexpired and paid up sub- 
scriptions, an undertaking which the Blade 
cheerfully and willingly accepts. In this 
connection we wish to say that Editor 
Heald has promised to continue his weekly 
contributions of "Dave's Loiters" to the 
Blade columns, with other articles from 
his pen as opportunity permits. 

May the day and hour soon come when 
Editor Heald may resume the publication of 
his Magazine and thus aid in a Freethought 
propaganda through the great West, Is the 
profound wish of the Blade.— (Editor.) 



DAVE'S LETTER. 



TO HIS DEAR HEAVENLY FATHER. 

(Copyright Applied for, 1908, by Franklin 
H. Heald). 

My dear heavenly father — 

Which do you want for President, Rose 
veldt or Bryan? 

Which do you think can preach the best? 

Cud Bryan tell as big a lye about Thoma« 
Paine, as Roseveldt told in his book, If he 
wanted too? Did you inspire Roseveldt to 
tell it for your glory? Ts it all rite to lv* 
for your glory, like Paul and Roseveldt did 
In their books? If I should tell a lye for 
your glory, wood it be true* Did you ever 
tell a lye? Did you make the .lews In your 
age or did Moses lye about it in his book? 

Did Geo. Washington ever have a little 
hatchet or did he lye for your glory to? 
Bernstein Is our groceryman an he was 
born on Washington's birthday, but he 
can't tell the truth: at loast lie never has 
yet. He lyes in his sleep. 

When Joe tells a lye. he believes It his 
self, but when Bernstlno tells one. there 
don't anybodv believe it. Tf he maid a 
mistake and told the truth, pobodv wood 
believe that, but T don't think he Is liable 
to. Pops Pod Burdot boliovp the things hf» 
-oprhrp nbout. or are they his newos' 
tokp*? Which will set the n^rest to vou 
In Heavpn. Bob or Orchard or Roseveldt or 
Joe? Cud T sot on the other side next to 
the window If T conclude to go there 9 D»d 
they hang vonr Jesus between thieves be- 
-«nsp he apd the Apostles stole corn on 
Sunday? Were the Apostles duneken- 
buros, like the ones In Canada or were thov 
TTolv rollers like the ones here? Do all 
thieves go to Heaven the same as mur- 
derers do? How many do you no that are 
In the other place? 

Mv Jesus. Is an awful thief. He wood 
steal corn or anything else anv day in the 
weak. He Is mv Burro, that T told vou 
about. His real name Is Hasuse In Span 
Ish, but when wp aro talking Enellsh. we 
have *o sav Jesus. He Is so patient that 
he won't move unless you swear at him in 
Snanlsh and If vou hit him with a club, he 
will turn *he other cheak and lust scruches 
up a little move. He Is an ass and he 
hates to work worse than anvthlng else. 
He goes bear headed and his hare parts in 
the middle and looks just Hk* a iinny in 
the the face, only he Is sleepyor. The onlv 
time he moves fast is when T want to catch 
him to ride. I believe he is slower than 
Joe when you want him to hurry. 

As Ever, DAVE. 



to 



child.' says the proverb, "is father 
man." What sort of fathers must 



children be? 
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Chas. Chilton Moore in Literature 



Son of Our Late Editor Produces Remark- 
able Literary Work of Rare Merit. 
For Sale Soon. 



Blade randan nUl be ploaied to know 
that Charted Chilton Moon-, the eldest son 
and aamesake of oar late editor, bai writ- 
it 1) ,1 rare work of great merit, under the 
attractive title of Tamam" which is now 

in the pubUehers 1 hands. The Neale Pub- 
llehlnf Company, of Waahington. We have 

not jret had an oppOT unit y | , review the 

hook on its entirety but we are planned to 

glYO the following synopsis. 

• • • * 

"Up from Bnrth'i Centre throngs the s« v- 

entfa Onto 
I iis.'. gad on the throne of Bntnm ante; 
And man) knoti naravl'd by the Road: 

Bttt not the Knot of Human Death and 
Fate/ 

• • • • 

When Omar Khayyam had written the 
last line of his great poem, and Ihc sadness 

of a completed task onoompoeeed the old 

man. lie took up the pen lie had laid down. 
All was not written: the last word was 
nor aalQ\ And he wrote a woid tha» stood 
by keel! on the page, a word without rem 
panion. without rhyme, with'uit comment 

a lonely, terrible, faeelnatlne: word. The 
word the p<>< I wrote irai •Tamam" — The 
Had Not the Dnd of tin poem, the com- 
pletion of tin thonghtf and ♦ motions thai 

had preeeed for ntteranoe, hut The B3nd 

(f all things -The Ultimate Silence. That 

is to nay, Oblivion, 
with a poet'i rlelon, Mr. Moore has aeed 

the Persian's last word. Tamam." for the 
title of his book. With the I o« t he says, 
"This, too, shall pass away. Love, beauty, 
hope, these things are. but they are not 



Folly of Orthodox Believers in Prayer 
Shown by Recital of Facts. 



(By Channmg Be reran oe), 

There are many people who still believe 

in the power of prayer, hut moat of them 

when nalng it as an imaginary aid to relief 
or assistance, turn to it as a last resort. 
While hope romatni end soars Eairly high. 

people in trouble' try natural means and 
exert thomsolvs in a sensible tnanner to 
accom|)lish their purpose, but when things 
look dark and hope has fled or nenrh de- 
parted, then they begin to pray and turn 
loose lie- hot air hoping the audible sounds 
will reach the car of Jehovah, and lead 
him to do what he evidently would not do 
unless Implored and beeeeched. it would 
be a very nice thing to have such a god for 
emergeneies. if possible, hut up to date the 
evidence is lacking that such a one exists 
and responds to the ImportanlngI of human 
beings. Still they keep on praying and 
claiming that prayers are anawemd in spite 
of the immovable and indestructable fact 
that no aid ever rendered in answer to 
prayer could he traced direet to Jehovah, 

or connected nitn any super human power. 
When aid is impossible from natural 



Immortal I, too, write at tae beginning, as 
he wrote at the close, Tamam.* It is The 
End." 

Tamam will give a rare and deep pleasure 
to the non-labeling sore of mind — the high- 
est sort of mind. The book can not be 
labeled; it is not "romance," it is not "an 
historical novel," it is not "a psychic 
study." though It is something of all three. 
It is hardly' fact, it is certainly not fancy: 
it does not pertain wholly to this world, 
yet it encroaches very little upon any 
other. It hi a love-etory. yet there is not 
a word of love spoken in it; it is a psycho- 
logical study, but it presents no definite 
problem and solves nothing. Stronger and 
truer than our usual conceptions of ro- 
mance, it is less realistic and formal than 
our accepted notions of the novel. In 
brief, it defies all our categories 

A strong man loves a beautiful girl. That 
is net unusual. Tnrough the glrl'l brilliant 
coquetry they are estranged. This is not 
unusual. They remain absolutely faithful 
to their mutual unspoken love he, through 
the pride of self-mastery, she. in the con- 
fidence that he will return to her. Neither 
is that unusual. But the series of incident* 
that keep the lovers apart is unusual, and 
Mr. Moore has used "the ironv fate" with 
excellent courage, and with a great deal 
of art. 

About these facts of life and love— and 
dea'h. Mr. Moore has woven a remarkable 
tapestry of delicate colors, an interming- 
ling of vision and retrospect that is unique 
end suggestive. It is a poet's brooding 
subdued to prose form, a love-tragedy som- 
bre and powerful. And at the beginning of 
the tragedy of love he writes, as Omar 
wrote at the close of the tragedy of life, 
"Tamam." WhJch is to say. 'Oblivion." 



sources, and human beings are powerless 
to help each o'her in times of trouble and 
distress, put it down as a foregone con- 
clusion that nothing can or will be done. 

Some people were lately drifting in a dis- 
abled steam launch off the coast of South- 
ern California, and with exhausted food sup- 
pl\ and no signs of relief from passing ves- 
sels, they begun as usual to pray to God. 
and for two days and nights they Implored 
and beseeched his assistance. But there 
was nothing doing; and they were nearly 
dead from exposure and exhaustion when 
one of Uncle Sam's Cruisers appealed in 
the distance, and men on the lookout hap- 
pened to see. them and their signal of dis- 
tress This was the way Ood m*od them 
and became the recipient of their i hanks 
and gratitude later on; but to a man who 
has reasoning faculties and uses the same, 
it is very hard to see what Ood and prayer 
had to do with their rescue. 

In Chicago the other day. a man. thought 
by many innocent of the erime for which 
be was about to be hung, was the cause of 
remarkable public demonstrations, in which 
the sympathy of the people was much ex- 
cited; in fact these public expressions of 
doubt as to his guilt, and desires for a 



reprieve were sufficient to cause the judge 
of a higher court tnan the one he was 
convicted in, to grant him an extension of 
time, that his innocence, If possible, may 
be established. And now because a lot of 
religiom devotees prayed for him, they are 
loudly claiming their prayers were answer- 
ed and his respite was gained by and 
through prayer. 

It is a long-drawn and strenuous conclusion 
that prayer aided him in any way, and 
if nothing had been done for him except to 
pray— and that in secret as the book coun- 
sels and advises — he would have trod the 
trap promptly on time and been legally exe- 
cuted. It was the action of the people in 
mass meetings, and their demonstrations of 
disapproval that led the aforesaid judge to 
Inter rene in this man's behalf, and nothing 
else can be made out of it by any person 
who applies reason to the facts. 

And so we always find It when seeking 
to discover power in prayer, for it has none; 
and believing a good thing should be per- 
petuated in the minds of the people, the In- 
spired and immortal remark of the late 
Brick Pomeroy is again presented for con- 
sideration, and the approval It must receive 
from thinking minds. "Prayer may ease 
the soul, but a tin horn blown up the chim- 
ney will accomplish just as much." 

Sierra Madre, California. 



Fanaticism Gets W. C. Daly. 



Ill NTINGBURO. IND. —We enclose you 
herein a resolution defending the welfare 
of a friend, who has been victimized by 
capitalistic greed and prejudicial tyranny; 
for which we— as a— well, said to be (?) 
—free people will not stand for. It shall b* 
a fight for liberty or death, and we know 
vou won't blame us. Yours for political 
and all other freedom in the fullest meaa- 
ure.-E. PICKHART, Rec. Sec. Local Hunt- 
ingburg. 

» e - e 
RESOLUTION. 

Passed and Adopted by Local Huntlngburg, 
at a Meeting Held Thursday Night, 
June 4. 1908. 



WHEREAS, it has come to pass that 
Hulman & Co., Wholesale Grocers of Terre 
Haute, Indiana, have dismissed from their 
services Comrade W. C. Daly because he 
talked socialism, therefore be it 

RESOLVED. That Local Huntlngburg 
resent this action of Hulman & Co., as 
low, spiteful and diabolical, and to say the 
least unbecoming in a firm who so much 
depend on the common people for their 
profitable business and be it further 

RESOLVED, That we notify all of our 
sister Locals, Trade Unions and the com- 
munity at large of the action of this firm 
and ask their co-operation and support in 
denying them their trade, good will and 
future support until such time when they 
shall cease their hostility in the cause of 
political freedom. That they be taught 
that we have rights that they must respect. 
That until they show a changed attitude 
and more friendly spirit, that we will con- 
sider that "An injury to one is the con- 
Darn of all," and that we spurn Huir 
tyranny. 



"Man that is born of woman," says the 
Bible. Do we not all know that man is 
born of woman? Do we realize what that 
means? And how do we treat our women: 
the mothers of the race? 



The Power of Prayer 
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That Pot of Oil 



While Answering Critic* Some Definitions 
and Meanings of Bible Terms 
Are Given. 



(By George Vale). 
As I have not visited the columns of the 
Blade for more than a year and wishing to 
congratulate its editor on its improved size 
and appearance and also, to apologize to 
Mr. Roser for having written thai his let- 
ter in which he staed that Cain and Abel 
are the only children of Adam and Eve, 
accounted for, entirely forgetting Seth, from 
whom Abraham and his posterity are de- 
scended. 

I am asking admission again. Then too, 
I wished to answer Mr. Lewis' letter, writ- 
ten a year ago or more and in which he 
again, if he did not deny the fact the the 
genealogies given by Matthew and Luke, 
relate to two individuals, he at least evaded 
the acknowledgment of that fact. 
The Bible is the book under discussion and 
whatever is in it is these and no amount 
of denial can change the fact. Mr. Lewis 
might as well write that the book entitled 
Nicholas Nickleby does not contain the 
name of Mike; or, that the word Jesus 
does not occur once in the Bible, and try to 
convince his readers that they cannot trust 
to the evidence of their own eyes. Just 
why Mr. Lewis, a Freethinker, is so anxious 
to try to prove that there was either only 
one Jesus, or, no Jesus, (a position that we 
might expect of a Christian, lo-called.) Mr. 
Lewis may know; and he implied that I 
am entitled to be called a Freethinker and 
seemingly because I tm willing to acknowl- 
edge the facts as they exist and help others 
to understand that one and one make two, 
as surely in the Bible as elsewhere; and, 
although the Bible may be proven to be 
mingled allegory, parable, romance and 
much hidden history, its story is certainly 
different from the one given by the priests 
to the people and the New Testament con- 
tains the genealogies of two men. one of 
the descendant of David's son Solomon, and 
whose name was Joseph and who was the 
step-father of one called Jesus. The otheh 
the descendant of the same David's son 
Nathan and himself called Jesus, but whose 
advent occurred five hundred years later. 

Mr. Lewis once informed us that he had 
spent seventy years in listening to ortho- 
dox sermons, which may have made him in- 
capable of determining as to what is pre- 
sented to his sight; and so he will main 
tain the old orthodox He or nothing; and 
when I assured my readers that I had con- 
vinced Christians merely by showing them 
that those two genealogies are of two p r- 
sons and in two distinct lines of descent 
from David, Mr. Lewis replied, that those 
Christians would rather accept any number 
of saviors than lose one; but, Mr. Lewis 
could not possibly have known the minds 
of those persons and besides, I did not pre- 
sent them to increase their faith in a 
savior, or to induce them to believe In a 
greater number of them, but to overthrow 
their faith in even one savior. 

My mention of the new version, from 
which the genealogies had been omitted 
and which Mr. Lewis criticised, was in 
n -ference to a then recent article, which 
had appeared in the Blade; for the new 



right here, I would like to advise Free- 
thinkers to keep their old Bibles for future 
reference, as they will need them in making 
comparsions with the new, for a book whicn 
is changed so often needs to be watched 
as well as do those who make the chang« Ml. 

"And what I say unto you I say unto all, 
Watch." 

Let Christians so-called, be deceived if 
we must, but, let us not part with the evi- 
dences of the changes made from time to 
time in the Jewish book. 

Another excuse for asking admission to 
the Blade's columns is, that I shuuld like 
to tell you more of the real meaning of 
certain Old Testament stories. 

By consulting Webster's Distionary I 
read that Adam was the progenitor of the 
whole human race; but. by reading the Bible, 
I Mud that only Jews were descended from 
Adam and not all the .lews even, for some 
had already located elsewhere, In the land 
of Nod. (Ned was another .lew,) and that 
land that Nod had invaded, was the one 
to which the despoilers of Eden sent their 
criminals, for Cain was branded and ban- 
ished to the land of Nod and that trial and 
banishment mean more than the ridding of 
Eden of a slayer of his brother. 

Some of you will remember my last let- 
ter in which I told you of Elisha and the 
bears; and now let us turn to II. Kings 
IV. in which we read: "Now there cried a 
certain woman of the wives of the sons of 
the prophets, (gamblers on the stock 
market were called prophets. DftCAUSe they 
prophesied concerning futures,') and the 
woman appealed to 'Slisha." (whom you 
will remember was only a stock broker and 
called a man of God. because be was an 
tgi in of tlit- cief brok r. whom those Jews 
called their Qod, or ruler, and whom I shall 
continue to call the baron; and the woman 
continued; "Thy servant my husband is 
dead; and thou knowest that thy servant 
did fear the Lord; (the Baron.) and the 
creditor is come to take unto him my two 
sons to be bondmen. 

You can scarcely wonder that the dead 
gambler had feared the baron, since his 
iimMtnents had proved to be so unfortu- 
nate as to leave his widow 90 deeply in 
debt that the creditor required the lervloei 
of their sons as payment. And Klisha 
aaked, "What shall I do for thee? tell me. 
what hast thou in the house? (in the house 
of Elisha & Co.) And she said. "Thine 
handmaid hath not anything in the house, 
save a pot of oil." (All that she possessed 
was a certain number of shares in the oil 
market.) "Then he said. Co, borrow thee 
reeeell abroad of all thy neighbors, even 
empty vessels; borrow not a few. And 
when thou art come in, thou shalt shut 
the door upon thee and Upon thy sons, and 
shalt pour out into all those vessels, and 
thou shalt set aside that which is full. So 
she went from him, and shut the door upon 
her and upon her sons, who brought the 
vessels to her; and she i>oured out. And it 
came to pass, when th" vessels were full 
that — the oil strayed. Then she came and 
told the man of God (the baron's agent,) 
and he said, Go, sell the oil. and pay the 
debt, and live thou and thy sons of the 
rest." The vessels that the widow's sons 
borrowed, were not pots, nor jars, nor bot- 
but vessels, is a figure for 



som. 'thing to hold the oil and was in reality 
money, which they borrowed in various 
sums, but refrained from telling for what 
purpose, (the closed doors being the figure 
for secrecy) and the money thus secured 
was invested on the oil market, which 
accounts for the increase in the quant it > 
of oil. And when the price of oil stock had 
rlaen, the broker, Elisha, told the widow- 
to sell, which she did, realizing a sum 
suiffcient to par h< r tndebtedaeai and to 
furnish a living for herself and familv. 

And thai other little story of the meal 
barrel and the oil crult. is of the HUM 
character. And th»-so are miracles that our 
Sunday-school teacheri repeated to us, to 
help us to tear th.' Lord (The Baroa). 

The real age of Ifethuealah was nine 
hundred dart ami ilxtpalne rears ; or, 
■fxtr-ulne yean with the addition of nine 

hundred days, making a total of seventy- 
one years ami one hundred Mid sev.-ntv 
days. 

The pit that Joeeph't bra hren threw him 

into was only (ho wheat pit. 

Heer-sheba, or, the word beer Compound* 
ed with any other Word, DietUII a brew. ry. 

•The sun (worshippere) hatred not to go 

down for about a day, and th | moon ( wor- 
shippers) stood still." that Joshua mignt 
win the battle. 

Te olothei of the laralltei tu the wilder' 
neu (of war. trusts, bo) ->;t-.. beer, whlehr 

and devil worship.) w . u ■«': not Id. because 
they sold then at th.- 10 't.ml-.i.in.l st ere 

winic the] were ret new, thai they might 

array th. mselves in still n.»w>r ones 

In Lev. we read what 'he poor might 

eat, the locust, the bald loruet, the beetle 

and the grass-hopper: And th» quails were 
shipped by the Lord, (tie duke.) across 
the sea and the people, (many of them 
(lentil. <.> ipent 'wo dayi and a night un- 
loading the ship-: ami the Lord (M 
while they were eating them, grew wrath 
beeaUM he had not he. ti able to stand be- 
tween the shipper and the consumers, and 
the plague with which he smote them was 
a trust which controlled the quail market 
after that. 



His Opinion of the Blade. 

GRIMM, OKLA. — Enclosed find Mom-v- 
order for |4.50 par up back subscription 
and to m t me ahead again with the best 

paper publtehed. 

M y wife lias promised me that when 1 am 
dead that a copy of the Blade shall be 
placed Under my head in my coffin and that 
no orthodox soul saver shall howl over my 

remain! at my grave, 

I have ten children. three are married, 
three are school teach, rs. seven are grown 
up. and every one is an Infidel. Not one- 
has ever contracted a debt that they did 
not pay as agreed, not one bai efer been 
arretted; not one has ever taken a "drink." 
a stnok' " or a chew." They have never 
attended Sunday-school only at intervals. 
And I am truly glad that not one has ever 
"experienced religion'* and been "saved In- 
itio blood of the lamb." There has never 
been a prayer "offered up" in my hOUSO, nor 
a "blessing asked" at my table I was born 
an Infidel and therefore cannot help It. t 
am waiting for the treat change that 1 
know is sure to come — B. W FRANKLIN. 



Subscribes For Blade. 

WILBURTON, LA. — I want to lubecrlbfl 
tor the "Bine Orate Blade" to phase tell 

me how much the subscri pi ion price is. 

HAZKL PUTNAM. 
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Through the forethought of a little Free- 
thinker, Miss Hazel Sherman, of hau Claire, 
Wisconsin, we are in receipt of a clipping 
from one of her home papers which con- 
tains an article written by H. C. Putnam, 
on the religious issues of the day, wherein 
he seeks to unravel and explain much of 
physical phenomena without resorting to 
supt rnaturalism, and, in a measure to dis- 
cuss such topics as life and death. 

Friend Putnam, judging from his works, 
is of a liberal turn of mind, yet tinctured 
with orthodox traits to such an extent that 
he can swallow the divinity of Jesus, which 
he says he admits, and even goes so far 
as to accept the burning bush yarn of the 
old testament wherein god spake with 
Moses. Both of these are supernatural. In 
other words they are not natural. We have 
only Moses' word for it, at least said to be 
his, about the bush being on fire and his 
conversation with deity. On the other hand 
we have only fable and tradition to support 
the claims of Jesus to divinltyship. Just 
a brief reflection will be enough to convince 
any intelligent mind that that only is natural 
which actually is and that which we are com- 
pelled to accept on faith alone, that which 
cannot be demonstrated, that which is not 
compatible with truths already in evidence, 
and inconsistent in terms, must be relegated 
to the intellectual rubbish heap. It is not 
natural for gods to appear in burning 
bushcH and talk with men. It is not natural 
for gods to become incarnate in the form 
of a man and walk about the earth among 
a limited few and then consign all to hell 
who cannot believe It. 

Commenting upon some of the bible 
stories and the doctrines taught by the 
modern Christian church, we can agree to 
a large extent with the writer. He frankly 
condemns as Hastiness, much of what is 
taught today In the orthodox church and 
quotes Beerher approvingly on that subject. 
He advances his own theories anent the 
soul without any explanation of what he 
means by the soul, other than calling it 
mind. Of course we can fully appreciate 
his discarding of ancient theories but in 
taking up new theories we must be satis- 
fled that they are better than what we have 
thrown away. A slave may break his 
chains but if he permits new chains to be 
put about him, newer in construction and of 
later design, they are still chains and he 
has connived at his own enslavement. This 
holds true in every department of Intellect- 
ual life, thought and action. We glory in 
the man or woman, who discerning a ray of 
light investigates, discovers, and makes 
known. So we can afford to walk along 
with friend Putnam for a short distance, 
but when he seeks to fasten a new form 
of superstition upon us we must part com- 
pany. 

History knows no divine Jesus, save as 
we all are divine; it knows no burning bush 
or talkative gods. Science knows no soul. 
These are the concomitants of superstition 
and It is the duty of all to eradicate a be- 
lief in them from the human mind. Per- 
haps, in a little while, if he keeps at it 
long enough, friend Putnam will get there. 



Once again reference t must be made to 
the utter powerlessness of the Christian 
religion to restrain its adherents from 
wrong doing. Nearly every day, nay but 
almost every hour, evidences of crime com- 
mitted by some reputed good church mem- 
ber finds publication in the columns of the 
daily press. Not the laity alone, but the 
clergy, are thus catalogued for their 
crimes. The latest, however, to be thus 
classified is Robert H. Green, who was vice- 
president of the Farmer's and Merchant's 
Bank, of Waynetown, Indiana. He was also 
a good church member, prominent in its 
work and propaganda. He first began to 
speculate with the stock markets, winning 
and losing, until he got way on the wrong 
side of his ledger accounts at the bank. 
In making these speculations ne had simply 
failed to count the cost. In order to try 
and recoup his losses, although a consistent 
church member, he turned horse theif and 
by disposing of the stolen animals, which 
he quartered on his own farm, thinking to 
avoid suspicion, he sought to replace a part 
of the money which he had taken from the 
bank. Months of successful operation are 
charged up to him until detection came and 
he was landed in a prison cell, accused by 
the police of being one of the boldest crim- 
inals of this kind in the police annals of 



Among the strangest facts brought out is 
that Green was caught in Indianapolis 
where he was trying to sell some of the 
stolen horses. A negro coachman, in the 
employ of Judge McCabe, the latter losing 
some of his horses, saw Green with one of 
the horses in his possession, recognized the 
horse and followed them up until he came 
in with a police officer. The latter called 
upon Green to halt. He ran instead. The 
policeman fired at him. He stopped. For 
three days he stood the ordeal of a sweat- 
box and insisted that his name was Ross 
and that he lived at the Auditorium Hotel 
in Chicago. 

True, indeed, the way of the transgressor 
is always a hard one, but If Green had only 
permitted a little more of humanity to creep 
into his heart and less of Christianity, he 
would now be an honest man enjoying his 
36 years of life with his wife and children 
Instead of being confined In a felon's cell. 
• • • 

Few people may know It, but It is none 
the less a fact, that the Christian cult main- 
tains a society having for Its object the 
conversion of Jews to Christianity. They 
probably work along these lines believing 
that if the Jews can be brought to confess 
Christ their triumph would be complete, for 
although Jesus was a Jew, according to 
tradition, not! history, lived and died a 
Jew, the Jew refuse to accept or believe In 
him and denounce the whole Christ-myth as 
a monstrous fake. 

Be that as It may this society exists and 
thousands of dollars are spent annually 
through It for the conversion of the Jews. 
The results show that the proceedings are 
rather expensive, considering the amount 
expended and the number of Jews con- 
verted. Occasionally they can get one and 



a hullaballoo is made over him. Some years 
ago they captured one, Itev. Samuel 
Freuder, formerly a Jewish Rabbi. He 
confessed Christianity aud was made a mis- 
sionary to his own people. We do not know 
the motives of the man in confessing 
Christ, nor would we judge them. He might 
have been sincere and he might not. In 
any event he was a dead failure. The fact 
that he had renounced Judaism, the faith of 
his fathers, for the infidel, gave him small 
standing among his own people. They 
would neither listen to him or heed him. 
These conditions caused him to seriously 
reflect upon his situation and so at last he 
determined to renounce the new faith and 
if he had need of any to return to the old. 

Now the story goes that while holding 
forth in the name of Jesus, and him cruci- 
fied for our sins, at the Hebrew Messianic 
Conference in Park Street Church, New 
York, he broke forth in violent renunciation 
which is said to have both disturbed and 
shocked the congregation. According to 
published reports he said: — 
"I have never baptized a Jew. From this 
day forth I will never baptize a Jew or 
anybody else. 

"If I ever preach in a Christian pulpit 
again, may my right hand forget its cun- 
ning, and may my tongue cleave to the 
roof of my mouth." 

It is now up to the ex-evangelist mission- 
ary to keep his word. It is also comforting 
to know that he does not even intend to 
baptize anybody much less a Jew. His 
declaration not to preach no more in a 
Christian pulpit ought to be extended to 
other cults and if he wants to preach any 
sort of a gospel let him take up and advo- 
cate humanity's cause for the balance of 
his life. 

• • • 

Great is the power of religion! Greater 
still is the power of that religion known as 
Christianity. Well, indeed, has it been 
said that rivers of human blood have flowed 
because of the envy, malice and hatreds 
that it has successfully engendered. Re- 
ligious frenzy is responsible for many 
crimes, but none more hideous, none more 
revolting than the crime reported from 
Nazareth, Pa., in which Robert Bachman, a 
fanatic who had imagined himself as god, 
deliberately stamped a five-year-old girl, 
Irene Smith, to death as a means of offer- 
ing a sacrifice upon the blood-stained 
altars of this world-cursing despotism. 

According to the published accounts, 
Bachman, the leader of a religious sect 
known as the "House of god" and regarded 
by all his followers as the "kin>? of all man- 
kind" had conducted a wild-orgled religious 
meeting which had lasted incessantly for 
two days and nights. At the close of the 
meeting, Bachman grabbed the child, threw 
her to the ground, and crying out that the 
body of the little girl housed a devil, de- 
llberately jumped upon her with both feet, 
stamped upon her in such fiendish frenzy 
that the life of the infant was soon sped. 
The child was a nelce of the fanatical re- 
Hgious murderer, and he. together with the 
parents of the child, who, it is said, stood 
by and witnessed the horrible sacrifice, 
were arrested on the capital crime of mur- 
der. The account given in the papers say 
that the trio take their fate calmly and re- 
signedly, looking upon the horrible death of 
the child as a divine decree. 

And this from a religion which sings, 
"Suffer the little children to come unto me, 
and forbid them not." Poor, deluded fol- 
lowers of a phantom myth. While such 
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conditions prevail, and while the Christian 
religion can exert such fearful power over 
the minds of supposedly reasonable men 
and women, there is a work waiting to be 
done by all. Instead of being even the 
semblance of a blessing, such a religion is 
a positive curse and must be destroyed if 
the race is ever to be free. Such fearful 
examples are given in the bible. Moses and 
Isaac, Jepthah and his daughter, to say 
nothing of the bible god offering up his 
only son as a sacrifice, all tend produce 
morbidity of mind in its believers and if 
they imitate the examples given, they are 
led to believe that they are following di- 
vine guidance. Let us strive to rid the 
world of all gods, and a belief in gods. It 
is our imperative duty and this duty must 
not be shirked. 

• • • • 

Modern Christians are incapable of 
trusting each other. Even church officials 
are suspected of mismanagement in hand- 
ling god's cash. The Sunday collections 
are to be protected and it has even been 
hinted that some churches might install 
one-armed men to take up the weekly col- 
lections. Be that as it may the parishioners 
of St. Casimir's Church, at Worcester. 
Mass., are to be given an innovation. By 
order of Bishop Beaver, who is in charge 
of the diocese, modern cash registers are 
to be placed at each entrance to the church* 
and the congregation, as they pass in, not 
as they come out, are to deposit their con- 
tributions in the register, ringing up the 
amount of cash given In each case. By 
these means the church officials hope to 
keep a stricter tab on the money collected 
and maintain a close espionage upon those* 
in charge of the cash. 

Just think of it! Dlsnonesty among 
church officers! Too much loose handling 
of cash! Accounts all tijngled up and even 
prayer will not help in making a balance. 
God says nothing, practically lefuses to in- 
terfere, and human inventions, a machine, 
known far and wide, in fact, a cash register 
must be used in an effort to keep the church 
officials from pilfering and mismanagement. 

Now the question arises, what moral or 
beneflclent effects has the Christian religion 
wrought upon such people? Further, if sus- 
picion must attach to professing Christians, 
who can blame a heretic for getting wrong 
occasionally ? 

• • • • 

Horse racing, gambling, and the saloon. 
Bad enough in their way, and yet these con- 
stitute the trio of objective attacks for the 
efforts of the modern reformer. The latter 
have not yet, apparently, realized a far 
greater evil which is undermining the moral 
vitality of the nation, that of bad literature. 
Inspired by religious zeal many of these so- 
called reformers actually believe that the 
kingdom of heaven is very near to a reali- 
zation in that community where there is 
neither saloon or betting upon horse races. 

The closing of saloons and the abolition 
of race-track gambling do not of themselves 
create moral character. Nor do they re- 
move the sources of evil in civilization. 
These things are merely the outward ex- 
pressions of certain moral phases in our 
social, or community life, and are. by their 
very nature, mere effects rather than 
causes. Honest men, liberal men, lntelll- 
gent and high-minded women, nil are essen- 
tial to the true morality of society. The 
victims of the saloon and the race tracks 
are, as a rule, made up of the debris of 
society and those who have not the moral 
courage and force of individual character 
to overcome temptation. It U well - 



to help the weak, and to limit, as far as 
possible, the opportunities of temptation, 
but after all the stability and morality of 
society must depend upon the strength of 
character of the individual. 

There is in circulation in this country 
today, without protest or opposition, a tre- 
mendous volume of polluted literature that 
distorts the mind and strikes at the very 
foundation of morality. These consist of 
books and periodicals, many of which may 
be found in our public libraries and to 
which young men and women have free 
access. Such as these would not be harmed 
by the presence of a saloon and may never 
indulge in betting on a horse race, and yet, 
by reading, imbibing and discussing much 
of the literature mentioned, they are doing 
more to wreck morality than all the saloons 
and horse races combined. 

Here is presented a magnificent opportu- 
nity for some ardent reformer but he must 
not be of the prurient Comstock type. 
Clean literature make for a clean people 
and with a clean people many of the evils 
now complained of in society will disappear. 

• • • • 

There may be something worthy of com- 
mendation in the physical courage mani- 
fested by Rev. George Hayes, of Shelburn, 
Indiana, by standing up In a pistol duel 
against two officers of the civil law, but his 
judgment is not to be admired. In the first 
place a minister of the gospel ought not to 
violate the written law by even carrying a 
pistol, much less to engage in deadly 
combat. 

Reports from that section of the country 
state that Rev. Hayes had been viciously 
active in prohibition propaganda and accus- 
ing the civil authorities with failure to en- 
force the law, undertook to enforce it him- 
self, and caused himself to be sworn as a 
sp< oial officer for that purpose While on 
his mission of law enforcement he encount- 
ered John Myers and Curt M< ( lo^key, con- 
stables, when a quarrel ensued as to the* 
respective rights and powers of these op- 
posing officials, when Hayes drew his re- 
volver. Myers drew his and ordered the 
preacher to throw his hands up. Instead 
of so-doing the preacher toon a shot at 
Myers with the intention of killing him and 
the pistol battle followed. McCloskey took 
part in it as against the preacher and the 
latter, battling againt two. from their re- 
spective shelters, which they had sought, 
kept up the interchange of shots until the 
preacher got a severe wound. The ciimax 
came when town officials came up and ar- 
rested the three. 

Here is another instance of the peace 
promoting power of the Christian religion. 
A professor of Christianity, a supposed 
leader of people to a better and a peace- 
ful life, a worker in the vineyard of him 
who is said to have been the prince - of 
peace, actually courting trouble by going 
about armed with loaded pistols, gettinft 
himself sworn In a special officer to better 
enable him to carry out his plans, and act- 
ually trying to kill another peace officer be- 
cause he did not agree with him or did 
not like him. Can It be possible that the 
followers of such a man, If he has any, 
could possess any higher moral sentiments 
than himself? Is he setting a good ex- 
ample? Is he Imitating his Jesus, who said 
• resist not evil?" 

• • • • 

Christian socialism appears to be the 
latest move upon the part of the church to 
prevent the constant defection from its 
Just as flies are not 



to be caught with vinegar, and as ye can- 
not gather grapes of thistles, so will the 
sincere socialist reformer refuse to be 
caught or bamboozled into even a modest 
acceptance of the claims of the church by 
such a movement. 

The Blade has touched upon this topic 
in its editorial columns but we are impelled 
to make the foregoing observation by 
reasons of the fact that Socialist publica- 
tions have discovered the trap laid and re- 
fuse to take the offered bait. The Weekly 
People, of New York, charges the pluto- 
cratic elements, which have long used -the 
church as a willing tool to serve Its pur- 
l»< m a, with effecting a complete "som. r 
sault" regarding the movement for eco- 
n< in ic* reform. When as. previously, the 
church refused to reeognite or tolerate 
socialism, its advocates now Insist there is 
nothing 'inconsistent between Christianity 
and Socialism'' which the publication re- 
ferred to editorially regard! as a thorough 
back-down and a move to gain the socialist 
strength for the church. It is gratifying to 
<>!>s. rve that the scheme has been detected 
and a compliance denied. Prom the day 
of Its inception down to the present, the 
church has been the active foe of labor, and 
a successful panderer to the rich. It cares 
for neither elements save that which it can 
extract from them. '-Render unto Caesar 
the things that are Caesar's" has been its 
constant cry and this has been used to 
stiff le the cry of labor against injustice and 
fraud. Now that UCbof is gradually compel'- 

lug some recognition nf if- rights the 
church, with |t| business-like propensities, 
is over-anxious to stand in and then draw 
to itself the lion's share of the glory, to 
say nothing of financial profit. 

Tried, weighed and found wanting. This 
Is the unanimous verdict of « v r\ thinker to 
such preposterous claims. \\\> < an hut re- 
iterate our assertion thai by this time the 
socialist ought to know that economic free- 
dom can never obtain until the church 
power has been destroyed. Then why not 
join hands with the Blade to that end? 
• • • ■ 

How To Make Him Happy. 

CAM&RAN, MO— I call you friend for 
the reason that I think yon are a real friend 
to all the people who read \oiir paper. 
A person could not n ad the Blue (Irass 

Blade without knowing mora and feeling 
better than be did before. Ton have made 
so much improvement in the pap« r by dress- 
ing it up new that I cannot say enough to 
do it justice. If I could only get my neigh- 
bors to read It I would be happy. It C 
C. Moore could see the Blade in its new 

dreea he would be happy also, i am 

pleased to read Mrs. Henry' I articles. They 
are good. In fact all of the Blade's articles 
suits tne. Knolosed find $2.00. Set me 
ahead for another fear and nse the balance 
for what yon think best. — A. I). UHL. 

The Kind That Cheers. 



X H X I A . OHIO. — In case of an Injurious 

department ruling against the Blade call 

on me for $6.06. And t Hereafter $5.00 for 
teob and every bearing or appeal that may 
be taken, until the case r oeo hOl the Su- 
preme Court of the United States. It 
would be an opportune time to find out 
if that Court regards the Christian religion 
an abstract necessity to the well being of 
this country, to the extent Of silencing 
reputation and ridicule of Its claims. 

H. FISHERINO. 
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THE TRUE CHRISTIAN SPIRIT. 



( 'arrying a chip on the shoulder, at all times, is not 
conducive to peace, quietude and the well being of 

MM M ty. 

Tlie* Blade realizes the faet that the Christian re- 
ligion, through its paid advocates and ignorant, 
fanatical votaries, lias invariably failed to miss a 
tingle opportunity to wreak its petty vengeance upon 
all who refuse to worship at tlie shrine of its tyrant 
of a god and bow the knee in humble submission to 
its mandates. 

Not until a few years back could any be found 
strong enough, brave enough, willing enough, to dare 
to question its authority, deny its divine origin, ques- 
tion its jM)wer for moral influence and virtue, or ex- 
press a doubt about the milk of human kindness con- 
tained within the breasts of Christian fanatics. Now 
the woods are full of such men and women and these 
refuse to submit to tlie orthodox yoke, great honor 
Bad glory to them all. 

Seldom can any Christian fanatic be found with the 
courage to express his or her opinions, especially 
when those opinions savor of violence, a deprivation 
of legal or constitutional right, and expressive of a 
desire to ini]>ose or inflict punishment for mere opin- 
ion's sake. Once In a while some person, but little 
removed from the ape, still dominated by savage and 
barbarous instincts, minus reason, lacking intelligent 
opinion, yet strong in faith, and extremely anxious to 



curry favor with some religious institution, will mus 
ter up courage enough to express himself, and such 
a person lias been found in the author of the com- 
munication which apjxmrs in our last issue, denounc- 
ing the Blade for its so-called irreligious utterances, 
condemning its writers as being 1 1 bigoted, egotistical 
profane, immoral, blasphemous, etc.," and so on ad 
libitum, ad infinitum. 

For bigotry and egotism commend us all to the 
author of that very article. He not only sets himself 
up as a judge of tlie personal character of other men 
and women, wliose aspirations are higher and nobler 
than his own, but he confesses a purpose to seek aid 
from brute force to suppress that with which he can- 
not agree, fearful to leave the matter to a conflict of 
intellectuality. The personal pronoun plays a con- 
spicuous part in Ids creed and clearly betrays the 
hatred, the passion, the envy, the malice, the ill- 
temper, which moved him to write in fancied defence 
of his "holy" religion. Assuming that the Cliristian 
religion produced him and made him what he is we 
are glad that we make no pretensions in that direction 
hut have undertaken to oppose and resist it as far as 
we are capable of so-doing. One such man in a nation 
of eighty millions is just one too many. His parents 
ought to be proud of him. 

The Blade does not care to undertake any dis- 
cussion of the contents of his letter. It would be time 
wasted. We are content with an expression of our 
opinion of the writer thereof. As a gentle reminder 
we would suggest, should a copy of this issue ever fall 
into his hands, to practice kindness and charity and 
he will get along far better in the world than to 
attempt an undertaking that is too big for him. 

Suspecting a desire upon the part of the author of 
that letter to curry favor with some particular ortho- 
dox official or institution by a publication of his letter 
in the Blade, caused by a seeming anxiety to get it 
published, we luive omitted printing the name, but the 
original letter will be kept on file in our office. If, 
future developments indicate that the motives that 
actuated tlie letter are honest and sincere, no matter 
how erroneous, we would liave.no objection to letting 
the author's name be known. 

Occasionally some Christian worshipper will write 
tlie Blade and offer a mild reproach for our assail- 
ing that which they hold sacred, and our usual custom 
is to consign scurrilous communications to the waste- 
basket without publication or answer. But the article 
to which we refer is so beautifully illustrative of the 
Cliristian spirit of toleration tliat we cheerfully ac- 
cept tlie cliallenge of publication thereof and liave 
given it a conspicuous place in the Blade columns. 

If we could get a few more communications like 
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that the Dumber of Freethinkers in America would 
lapidJy increase. 



KINDNESS as A QHDfB Cl'KK 
After all l lie world is surely mpving. 

We do not mean in a physical sense, hut in ;i mental and 
moral sense. 

It has taken just one generation for one of the Leading 
nations of the earth to atiain the moral standard set by the 
late Col. Robert (J. Ingersoll, 

Strange to say that nation is not OUT own. It is England, 

The move has been made in Parliament, through Rerberl 
Gladstone, son of tin- lair distinguished statesman, by the 
introduction oi a measure having for its objective the 

eure oi' crime by kindly treatment instead of luirsh dis- 
cipline. 

More than twenty yean ago Coi [ngersoll delivered his 
famous brochure upon Crimes against Criminals In it he 
pointed to the2erroneous systems in vogue at thai time, and 
since thai time, but the mawkish sentimentalists, and the 
expert penologists, tailed to grasp the iplendid truths 

he uttered. 

The question may be asked, why do we punish crime! 

Answer— (a) Eitlier SI a deterrent; < !> | bCCSUM WS do 
not like the criminal: (c) fa prevent criminal repetition- 
or. ((I) for the simple protection of society. 

The element of deterrence is entirely speculative. Then 

airain it is wron«r. It SUggestl that we do net punish a 
man because he livid committed crime, but beoaUM it if 

expected that by furnishing him we frighten seme othen 
who might be inclined to commit crime, and therefore, 
deter him. Hut we can neve!- know how far we actually 

deter ami to punish a man on this principle alone is to 
punish him for the uncommitted and anticipated crime of 
another. 

Neither have we anV excuse for inflicting punishment 

upon any organism because we do not like them. A proper 
appreciation of the right! of persons would be a sufficient 

preventive of tins principle. 

If we punish for one crime committed on the theory 

thai we are liable to prevent the same person from com- 
mitting another crime, when his term and meet of punish- 
ment have expired, then we are not carrying that Into prac- 
tical effect, for our prison oflicials are turning out of the 
prisons and penitentaries every day, criminals, whom the 
officials knew, will Sjfsin commit crime at the first oppor- 
tunity. 

If the simjple protection of society is the principle in- 
volved then our entire crim.inal procedure must be recon- 
structed with a view to carrying into more practical effect. 

Let it be understood that there should be no element 
of punishment that is not intended for the prisoner's own 

good. These should be notfeing vindictive about it. Under 

existing judicial conditions the .'lenient of vimliet iveness 
figures to a large extent in every form of punishment. 
Kvery criminal law is declaratory, dircclory, mandatory 



and vindictive. It declares certain acts to be wrong, i. e., 
crimes. Jt declares that SUCh acts shall be considered 
wrong within the body politic. It directs against the 
comnrission thereof, it is mandatory, in that it requires 

;ill within its provisions to obey the written letter. It is 

vindictive because, of the penally it imposes against those 
guilty of commission, ©very modern lawyer will readily 

;elmit 'bat the vindictive element of the law constitutes 
its sole Strength. The power to enforce its mandates and 
t.» punish for violations constitutes t'he great strength 
Oi the law. 

.M<». I<rn custom demands that a man shall be confined 
for a given Dumber of years I'm- a given crime, the terms 
varying with the character of the crime committed. Once 
nei.ii the prison walls he is put to continual hard Labor, 
brief resting spells, solitary confinement at eight, with 

food Oi poor quality. This !s wrong. Mo prisoner should 

be required to perform any more labor than is actually 
necessary to pay I'm- the cost of his keep and maintenance. 
The balance of his time should be devoted to useful instruc* 
lion, education along moral lines, ami pains taken to 
impivss upon his mind that the persons and property of 

othen must be held in sacred esteem. Reformation and not 
simple punishment should be the objective of all prison 
t ranted ions. 

In his address before the Parliament. Herbert Gladstone, 

made e rather caustic reference to the habitual, profes- 
sional criminal. In the light of investigations made he 
has discovered, that, as e rule, the professional criminal 

leadl a decorous and blameless life while [n durance vile. 
On this subject he is quoted as saying: 

"The\ are orthodox attendants at chapel, ami in miany 
rases they are regular attendants at communion. ' 1 

Unthinkingly, and unintentionally, perhaps, the British 

Heme Secretary, has advanced i serious argument against 

the prevailing orthodox religion. What he has referred 
to .simply cones as an emanation of the cross episode in 
the new testament, where the penitent was admitted to 
heaven in company with Jesus, because he had expressed 
sympathy for him during his dire distress. 

Ninety and nine out of evny one hundred criminals are 
lirm believers in the Orthodox creeds. Prison statistics 

prove this to be a fact. Then Inasmuch religion fails to 

lead them from doing WTQUg, it is time some other nuoral 
Ij IU m was tried. 



LOOK AT YOUR TAB! 



(Mice again we are compelled to remind those of our sub- 
scribers who are delinquent in the payment of their sub- 
scriptions, that the new ruling made by the Post office 

Department at Washington, to refuse to transnut and 

deliver second-class mail to subscribers who are shown by 
the date tab on the paper, to be one year. OT more, in 
ltT6eTS. in the exercise of SUCh authority, provided any 
of the Blade subscribers are one year behind in the pay- 
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of their dues, these may find their papers stopped by 
Uncle Sara, whether the Blade likes it or not. 

For the reasons above stated, and for the more important 
purpose of guarding against a diminishing circulation on 
that account, we must respectfully urge upon our sub- 
scribers the necessity of examining the printed tab on their 
papers, and if any find themselves approaching near to a 
year 's delinquency, to give prompt attention thereto and 
save annoyance by having the Blade shut off without 
notice. 

In addition to the above, we find, upon an examination 
of our books, that nearly $2,000 is owing to the Blade on 
subscriptions, and in these "hard, piping times of peace 
and political intrigue" it is a hard matter to make both 
e nds meet. Editors of Freethought papers must live. Their 
necessary expenses must be met. This can be done by 
prompt payment when subscriptions are due. 

Now friends, just take a look at your printed tab and 
don't let it run too close to the danger mark. 



THAT THREATENED INQUIRY. 

We are still under notice of investigation only. 

At the time of this writing the Postoffiee authorities have 
taken no further steps and the Blade remains in its re- 
ceptive attitude, simply awaiting results. 

Present indications suggest that nothing further will 
come of the matter and friends of freedom may hope such 
to be the outcome. 

In any event, our course is mapped out. Legal talent 
has been secured and if an adverse ruling is made by the 
postal authorities, then we propose to carry the case into 
the courts and fight to the last ditch. 

Should such a proceeding occur we shall, in a large 
measure, be guided by the case of M!r. Lewis, the St. Louis 
publisher, who carried his case into the courts after being 
made the victim of a fraud order, and won. 

Naturally enough, the Blade desires no contest. It sim- 
ply seeks to fulfill its mission and maintain its constitu- 
tional privilege of opposing orthodoxy, priestcraft and all 
religious superstitions. 

With the splendid support that has been pledged in the 
event of a contest, the Blade feels assured of its position 
and ability to prosecute its side of the case to a conclusion. 



THE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL. 

The Blade is pleased to announce that the examination 
questions intended for use by the students of the Corre- 
spondence School are now in the hands of the printer. They 
have been compiled, with the exception of the examinations 
in Zoology. The latter have been deferred for a few days 
on account of a proposed change in the text-book, that 
announced, by Charles B. Davenport being of too technical 
a character for the purposes of this school. The book, we 
find, upon a closer examination, is constructed more for 
laboratory work rather than to furnish a general knowl- 



edge of the subject. For this reason we shall select 
other text-book, which will be announced in the next i 
of the Blade. 

As the time is drawing near when the examination quesr 
tions must be mailed out we urge upon all prospective stu- 
. lints to sind in their names and addresses at once. 

It is essential that examinations be sent out to all stu- 
dents at the same time. This plan makes it easier for the 
student and easier for the Instructor. 

Remember the dates. 

September 1, the School begins its work. 

August 1, the tuition fees should be paid. 

Text-books may now be purchased at any time. If you 
buy through the School you can get a reduction of 20 per 
cent from the catalogue prices. Write to the School about 
the matter and all information will be immediately sent. 

By securing the text-books as early as possible the stu- 
dent will have an opportunity to become more familiar 
with the subjects by the time the school opens. You can- 
not begin too soon. 



ENGLISH SECULAR CONFERENCE. 

With a well attended and truly representative gathering, 
the English Secularists, under the magnificent leadership 
of President G. W. Foote, have just closed their annual' con- 
ference in Manchester. A number of important reform 
measures were discussed including the part English Free- 
thinkers should take in the pending campaign for secular 
education, pure and simple in the public schools, and other 
measures intended to produce greater activity among the 
members of the National Secular Society. 

The Blade congratulates Mr. Foote upon his re-election 
to the office of President, and it congratulates the National 
Society for having elected him. Mir. Foote is the one essen- 
tial man for the place. There is no temporizing, no make- 
believe, no compromise in his inteliectual character. These 
elements are essential in a leader of men and women. 

Years of experience in secular work have convinced our 
English brethren of the value and utility of Ihese annual 
conferences. Under such conditions and circumstances 
there is nothing strange or remarkable in the fact that 
"good sense, good feeling and general harmony were the 
outstanding features" as told in the Freethinker's report 
. thereof. But what could be done in America through such 
a representative Freethought gathering? Mere we have 
innumerable Freethinkers. True, a large number are not 
openly connected with the cause, but these could be 
brought into active co-operation could such gatherings be 
held and the same "good sense, good feeling and general 
harmony" allowed to prevail. While our numbers are 
many our workers are few. Nothing is better calculated 
to transform passive supporters into active workers than to 
meet in general convention. The social contact, the per- 
sonal encounter, the friendships made and remade, the 
good cheer, the mutual regard for the welfare of the cause, 
all combine to create an enthusiasm which nothing else can 
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produce and this enthusiasm takes possession of the hum- 
blest among us. He carries that enthneiajm with bin bedk 
to his home, communicates it to others and thus the good 
work is enhanced. 

The coming convention! ;it Canal Dover, Ohio, oft ff I 
DaeTena for this work. If these are well attended, ai they 
should l>e, t he enthusiasm engendered will last uni i 
another anooeoding convention. If anob convention* eouM 

Ih» held in each state, at. or ahout, the same time of ii;e 

y«.u\ then the states could send delegate! to a National 
Oonvention to be held later and this body could then . 
,il m a uniform method ot propaganda and aphail ling. 
We -annot- aoeompiiafa thet remit! <-.t oner w • nre 

i>.-w praetieally without a national organisation, bill MIC 

can be built up by gradual and peraiatent effort. Taking 
the Materialist Association as the foundation upon which 

to lmild American Freethinker! could soon construct a 

national soeietty in whieh they could find pride and 
pleasure. 



the American public had scarcely deemed, and what is more, 
the} ai! baaed on tact instead oi tiction. 

i . book is composed of Ml pages, handsomely bound, and 

w< i. Uluatrated 



Book Reviews. 



THE CAREER OF A JOURNALIST. 



Every book written and publish* d bears its own individuality. 
Some are more or less a copy of others. Some ihhM with a 
greater luster than others. Some come before the public with 
a mission to fulfill, bu». running across a work of real literary 
value, vastl> dleelmllar from the aTCal mass of modern publica- 
tions, we may truthfully say that ire have found a gem, a pro- 
duction of real art wearing the stamp oi exceptional genius. 

With an experience as a working journalist from police court 
reporter to the desk of City Editor and then Managing Editor 
and Editorial writer upon different daily newspapers, we can 
appreciate the recently published work of William Salisbury, 
entitled "The Career of a Journalist " published by B, W. Dodge 
& Company, of New York. The book la OlMI ami convincing 
without any attempt at argument, and after a persual one is 
driven to the same conclusion us the author, namely, that with 
few honorable exceptions the American press is in the grasp 
and control of trusts and monopolies to such an extent that 
much of what is actually news" is given a "coloring" for 
special purposes. 

Many an ambitious young man has tumed toward journalism, 
filled with hope and enthusiasm, only to meet with bitter disap- 
pointment at the merciless butchery of real news. The experi- 
ences related by the author are similar to those met with by 
many other journalists and they furnish abundant facts upon 
which to form judgment. The incidents related furnish inter- 
esting material for a thorough persual of the book. Every phase 
of American life is gone into and covered in such a manner as 
to leave no trace of doubt lingering in the mind of the reader. 
First on one great daily and then on another, following first 
ono ideal only to abandon It for something which momentarily 
appeared of a superior quality, allows the author ample scope 
to describe American newspapers as they are and not as the 
public would believe them to be. 

It has been well said that one half of the world knows not 
how the other half lives, and few care for any n v< latlon, but 
In the "Career of a Journalist" revelations are made of which 



•THE ROMANCE OF THE REAPER." 



Onlj a few years ago it was England's proud boast that the 
Anglo Saxon drum-beat was heard around the world, and It 
nii.\ be still, but these merely point to a military conquest. 
.Mod. in writ* rs have argued that the arts of peace and com- 
ni» m - haw their victories even greater than taking a city, and 
after ■ peraaal of Herbert N. Caaeon'a new work "The Romance 
of the Reaper" ire aee ■Iranian! signs of the rapid Americaniza- 
tion of the Whole world of agriculture. 

The first great step in civilization was the development of 
agiiculture and as a factor in the further progress and develop- 
in. 11' of the race agriculture must occupy the front and com- 
Bandlni poeltloa. As the author points out, bread is the first 
essential, and M admirably is this feature portrayed that we 
feel ooaatralaad to quote the following lines on this point: 

"If Marcus Aurelius had invented the reaper, or if the 
Gracchi had been inventors instead of politicians, the story of 
Rome would have had a happier ending. But Rome said: The 
Irsl thing is empire. 1 Egypt said: 'The first thing is 
(ii eoe said: The lirst thing is genius.' Not one of 
The first thing is bread!'" 

To be brief, this new book is a romantic story of the 
able growth of an important branch of American industry 
M rapid spread throughout the entire world. In u 
it reads Uka a fairy tale and its illustrations are made with a 
charm that is almost incomparable in modern literary construc- 
tion. And what is the meat of the story? Simply the origin, 
birth, < uiiMnict ion and development of the American Reaping 
machine, now used in all lands with such remarkable success, 
portraying the fine art to which modern agriculture has been 
brought through labor saving machinery. The story is told in 
a oli \« rly constructed vien and shows that the American Reaper 
is not the product of one brain, but of one hundred brains, all 
combining to produce what was destined to revolutionize the field 
of agriculture, and its consequent effect upon the commerce 
of all nations. 

The book || handsomely illustrated, containing pictorial rep- 
reeentatloaa of American reapers now actually at work in the 
fields of many different countries. 

The "Romance of the Reaper" is published by Doubleday, 
Tage I Co. of New York. Twenty-six illustrations: 200 pages; 
price. $1.00. 

II. rl>. i t x. Casson, the author, is not a stranger to the Liberal 
renders of Anerica. In addition to his "Romance of Steel" a 
publication of a similar vien to that herein reviewed, we also 
known of him as the capable author of the "Crime of Credulity" 

anbllehed by Peter Dealer, of New York. 



According to Bible theology, Jehovah appeared 
once* aa I creator and ever afterwards as an annihi- 
late*. He drowned the whole world, so we are told, 
end got quick action on AnwinUlf. But it were prefer- 
able that he would drown (he world again than to 
make falsehood instantly fatal. 



Paine destroyed a divine right l>efore he eould 
build a republic, and Loneoln demolished another 
divine institution by his enianeipaton proclamation. 
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Christian Rule in India 



Religious Conditions and British Tyranny 
Responsible For Much of the People's 
Sufferings. 



(By Dr. Krishna.) 

The following is a synopsis of a lecture 
delivered at Hancock, Michigan, by Dr. 
Krishna, a celebrated Hindu reformer, an 
account of which was first published in the 
Wage-Slave, which the Blade is pleased to 
reproduce. — 

India, said the speaker, has a history of 
about 5,000 years. India possesses three 
varieties of climate. In the North-eastern 
part away up in the Himalays !t is extreme- 
ly cold, much colder than in Michigan, and 
often as cold as in Alaska. In the Central 
part the climate is mild and equitable, the 
greatest heat being 90 degrees above the 
most severe cold, 10 degrees below zero. 
Only in the Southern part of the Peninsula 
is the climate exceedingly hot, popular 
opinion in America to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

The population of India approximates 290 
million and includes four races, the Cau- 
casian, numbering about 150 million, the 
Aborigines, of unknown origin, of about 75 
million, the Mongolian of about 25 millions 
and the remainder Semites including Arabs 
and Persians. 

There are in India five great religions, 
the Brahmin or Hindu which is the most 
numerous embracing 175 million, the Mo- 
hammedan 60 million, the Buddhist 40 mil- 
lion, Christianity embracing about 4 million, 
two-thirds of them Roman Catholic and the 
Jains numbering an eclectic system which 
embraces all tnat is rotten in all of the 
others. 

The principal products of India, are Cot- 
ton, Indigo, Rice, Wheat, Jute, Silk, Rugs, 
Tea, Coffee, Petroleum, Gold and Diamonds. 

Of the 290 million population in India, 
5,000 are millionaires or multi-millionaires, 
two-mfllion ere well-to-do; the rest are very 
poor, 100 million or such a matter can't 
get rice soup enough to drink once a day. 
In the last 15 years 45 million have died 
of hunger every year. One million of chil- 
dren below the age of 15 die of Plague 
every year. 

This Plague is a wholly preventable 
disease and is due simply to underfeeding. 

« blame for a great deal of this. Dr. 
Krishna placed on the British .Government 
which he declared to be an unqualified 
curse to India. Under native rule there 
was oppression and robbery enough but 
British rule was infinitely worse. Native 
rule at the worst never cost the people of 
India more than 4 per cent of their total 
income. British rule costs India 65 per 
cent of their total income. In taxation 
alone, to maintain her army and less func- 
tionaries, England plunders the poverty 
stricken people of India of about nine mil- 
lion dollars worth of wealth every year. 
The Governor-Generalship alone costs the 
people of India about a million dollars a 
year. This official is appointed by the 
British Crown but the people of India pay 
the bills. 

Five thousand Englishmen in India re- 
ceive salaries all the way from $5,000 to 
$300,000 annually. The Governor-General, 
Governors, Lieutenant-Governors, Judges of 
all High Courts, Imperial Minister of India, 



Provincial Ministers, Commanders-in-Chief, 
all these men when they have served five 
years retire on a pension of $10,000. And 
the starving natives are taxed to pay the 
bill. 

All the Episcopalian Bishops and about 
1,000 clergy are also paid out of these taxes. 
The political system of India, he said, was 
equally bad. Very few of the millions of 
workingmen have a vote. On the other 
hand many of the privileged classes had 
several votes— a student on graduating 
from College had 4 votes, when he re- 
ceived his Doctor's degree 4 more; a land- 
holder also had 4 votes. Thus, the speaker 
himself was possessed of 12 votes in India. 
This corrupt political system was also a 
fruit of the British Government. 

For all that the people of India are so 
outrageously taxed the British Government 
expends only 2 million dollars annually in 
the interests of education among a popu- 
lation of 290 million yet on the army which 
she maintains in India, she spends 130 mil- 
lion! And every cent of it raised by taxa- 
tion on the Hindoos. This, the speaker 
held, accounted in large measure for the 
poverty and destitution of India. 

But neither is this all nor the worst ac- 
cording to Dr. Krishna. England has also 
systematically discouraged India indus- 
tries. By means of a subsidy which she 
raises on the Hindoos, and pays to British 
ships sailing between Great Britain and 
India, English manufacturers have been en- 
abled to lay down goods in India cheaper 
than they could be manufactured on India 
soil, and thus all manufacture in India has 
been competed into decay. 

Recent years are developing however, a 
well organized resistance among the Hin- 
doos. A Nationalist Organization has been 
formed, having close to 50 million adher- 
ents, which operates India industries and 
shipping and has declared a boycott on Eng- 
lish goods. 

Furthermore the political agitation is 
growing and Dr. Krishna predicts that if 
England does not grant a true Parliament 
to India within the next ten years, there 
will be a violent insurrection from one end 
of the country to the other that will drive 
the English into the Sea, or England will 
have to kill every native in India to es- 
tablish her supremacy. 



INITIAL VELOCITY. 



Blade Writer Not Wil ing T 0 Be Criticised 
Without Reply. 

(By John F. Clarke.) 

I see that a fellow in the Ordinance 
Department, at Wishington, got cut with 
the "Blade." It must have hurt him— kind 
of smote him — hip and thigh. I guess 
this fellow is employed to figure the initial 
velocity of projectiles so that the lives of 
warm-blooded people may be speedily ended 
by cold-blooded butchers. 

If he was God Almighty, he would use 
the initial velocity of his spite on me. He 
does not see why God Almighty does not 
strike me dead. If there is a God Almighty, 
this "Initial velocity" chap Is not in close 
touch with Him. If this i. v. chap was our 
Uncle Sam, the Blade would not circulate 
in the mails. As It is, thiB fellow is omy 



a follower of The Prince of Peace and gives 
emphasis to his religious calling by prac- 
tical work for breaking the peace. 

He does not like the kind of Freethinkers 
that write for the Blade. He would like 
nice little Freethinkers who would ask 
priests of the Roman Catholic church how 
to think and then mould their thoughts in 
the will of the priest. This fellow uncov- 
ered his religious belief. He is welcome to 
it. We will guarantee that it is harder for 
him to bear than for us to contemplate. He 
calls us scoundrels and says we cause 
fools to separate themselves from the cash. 
I do give a little to Freethought but have 
never received one cent from it in return. 
He calls us liars. He should show us 
where we lie. 

His letter is somewhat intemperate and 
suggests that the writer may be also in- 
temperate. He has marked paragraphs In 
the Blade and passed them on to the Post* 
office Inspectors. No doubt the inspectors 
will thank him for the diversion it will 
afford them. We would just as lief have 
the initial velocity expert become a mis- 
sionary for the Blade and distribute our 
message as have it done by ourselves. He 
read the good things in tho Blade, and 
In time, they will do him good. After 
reading them, the hum-drum reading of re- 
ligious papers will pall upon his stomach. 
He can never repose confidence in Bible 
stories after reading Freethought literature- 
Doubt is the beginning of wisdom. 



8ome Practical, Common-sense. 

BARTOW, FLA. — The Blade has certain- 
ly made a wonderfully pleasing change in 
appearance, as well as in contents. Am 
sorry I cannot become a subscriber at pres- 
ent, but a neighbor gives me a bundle of 
Blades occasionally for distribution. 

The Convention of Materialists ought to 
be a grand success next September, and 
must be one. I do not see any application 
blanks printed in Blade for the convenience 
of those who would like to join. Would It 
not be a good plan to print one every week, 
at least until the beginning of Convention? 
I am a member of both Church of Humanity 
and Materialist Association, but think It 
quite immaterial whether one Is a Mater- 
ialist or not, compared to the question as to 
whether one is a Freethinker. It is less 
important that we know the actual truth 
in regard to gods and a future life, than 
that we recognize the inherent right of 
every individual to settle religious ques- 
tions with his own reason and conscience. 
This policy, with unselfish consideration for 
each others economic rights, Is all that will 
ever bring the millennium. 

I did not consider that I had made any 
particular discovery when I became a Ma- 
terialist. It sems to me that to announce 
ourselves as a great discoverer, without any 
new or original facts to offer on the sub- 
ject, is premature. Hundreds of people 
must have made the discovery that there 
could be no supreme being cognizant of 
their sufferings during the years of the 
Christian Inquisition, but it would not have 
bttl good policy for them to have adveh- 
Used it. I am a Materialist simply because 
I have never yet seen any reliable evidence 
that there Is any god or any evidence on 
which to base a hope of future existence. 
Certainly, any god who was cognizant of 
the inhumanities perpetrated in his name, 
and who could, as Christians claim, have 
ended such misery by a mere word, but did 
not, deserves to be ostracized. 

JULIA C. COON. 
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God's Great Menagerie 



As Portrayed by John The Alleged Divine 
Revelator. 



PART 5. 



(By K. Lewis). 

Rev. 21-1. And I saw a new heaven and 
a new earth; for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away and there was 
no more sea. 

There seemed to have been a general 
goneness of everything except John. He be- 
ing a saint and a divine, he probably just 
lingered about until the change was be- 
ing made from the old to the new. I 
have wondered where they stored the old 
heaven and the old earth and the sea 
while they were putting In position the 
new heaven and the new earth and the 
new sea. John does not say that they put 
in a new sea, but it is evident that they 
did, for it is so marked on the maps, and 
the Isle of Patmos is there to show that 
the original plans were followed to a 
fraction. Of course, not having been over 
the grounds to personally inspect it, we 
are obliged to take some things for grant- 
ed. From John's statement I would Infer 
that the old sea was mopped out until it 
was as dry as a desert; and that includes 
the Atlantic, Pacific, Arctic and all other 
oceans and seas completely mopped out 
dry with god's great mop-rag. 

After much serious meditation, I think 
I solved the problem of where all of the 
living creatures of land and water were 
stored while the change was being made. 
No doubt many of the readers of the 
Blade will remember the good old Meth- 
odist hymn which was so earnestly sung 
some 50 years ago in their devotions. Read: 

"Beyond the bounds of time and space, 

book forward to that heavenly place, 
The saints' secure abode." 

Either that or John had been freely 
sampling a new consignment of Dago Red. 

I do not know how large that secure 
abode is, or where It is located, but it is 
certainly a very commodious apartment to 
be capable of comfortably housing all of 
the living of land and water for even a 
short time, and then returning them safe 
ly to their respective localities again It 
would not be polite In me to throw a square 
contradiction at John, for he says he was 
there and saw the transaction, when I know 
that I was not there. If I could reach John 
with a wireless when he was sober, I 
might get a compromise out of him, but I 
do not know his present location. 

Rev. 21 — 2 and 3 John saw the holy city, 
new Jerusalem, coming down from god out 
of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for 
her husband. "And I heard a great voice 
out of heaven, saying: Behold the taber- 
nacle of God Is with men, and he will 
dwel with them, and they shall be his 
people." I have lived more than seventy- 
seven years and have never seen as much 
of him as Moses did. 

John describes the city as very com- 
modious. He said it had a wall great and 
high, and had twelve gates, and at the 
gates twelve angels, and the names of the 
twelve tribes of the children of Israel 
were written on the gates, on the east three 
gates, on the west three gates, on the 
south three gates and on the north three 



gates. And the wall of the city had twelve 
foundations, and in the foundations was 
written the names of the twelve apostles. 
John tries to be a Jew and a Christian at 
the same time, and the fellow that talked 
with John had a golden reed, to measure 
the city and the gates and the wall thereof. 
The city was four square, the length and 
breadth and height were th<> same. The 
walls were 1,500 miles long, and 1,500 miles 
high. Talk about sky-scrapers In our day. 

We will say for convenience, as a busi- 
ness proposition that the golden Reed that 
the fellow had to measure the wall with 
was six hundred and sixty feet long, that 
fellow had to climb that wall to the top 
which Is twelve thousand furlongs, and we 
must all concede that he had a huge job 
on his hands. I will be generous with him, 
and grant him the use of Jacob's ladder, 
the one that used to be sung so much 
about in the Revival meetings. Something 
like this. We will climb up Jacob's 
ladder. 

Now we will say that Jacob's ladder was 
set up against the wall clcse against it 
from bottom to top, so that the fellow 
could measure and tally all the way up as 
se went, and would have to make twelve 
thousand tallies. As a business proposition 
he could not make that journey short of 
one hundred and fifty days. He could not 
climb up that ladder more than ten miles 
per day. and move his Reed and drive his 
steel nail and enter his tallv In his mem- 
orandum book, then he must go into camp 
where night overtook him and that would 
be six thousand and six hundred feet above 
the base of the ladder, supposed to be at 
sea level. Then it would take him sixty 
days to make the trip back to earth again 
after he had reached the top of the wall, 
one thousand five hundred miles above sea 
level. It is also necessary that he should 
be provided with a grub stake of bread and 
water at least, or wine as he chose. The 
round trip up and back to earth again 
would consume at a fair estimate two hun- 
dred and ten days, and for this trip he 
would need, at a fair estimate, two hundred 
and ten, ten percent loaves of baker's 
bread and four hundred pounds of first- 
class beef or bacon and forty gallons of 
water or wine. For be It remembered that 
about the third or fourth day up the ladder 
he would be getting into a very rarlfled 
atmosphere or rather he would have no at- 
mosphere at all. Yet he has fourteen 
hundred and fifty miles of his journey 
still ahead of him. Added to his grub stake 
he would need at least a one hundred 
pound keg of number six heavy steel wire 
nails and a hammer to drive them into the 
wall at every tally to set the lower end 
of his golden Reed on to keep It In place 
while he climbed up the six hundred and 
sixty feet to tally the upper end and drive 
another nail, and so on to the top. 

It would also be necessary that he should 
have a commodious sleeping fake made of 
heavy ducking with a hook at each end so 
that he could hook it on to the rings of 
the ladder to crawl into for the night 
while he rested and slept, otherwise he 
might make a wrong move in his sleep and 
fall and be crippled for life, and be disabled 
so that he could not finish the balance of 
his allotted measurement. On arriving at 



the top of the wall he would have a splen. 
did place for rest and recreation, for the 
wall is two hundred and thirty-eight feet 
wide, which would give him a splendid op- 
portunity for recreation to wear off the 
oneness of his long and tedious journey up. 
If his grub stake would admit of it he could 
take a day or two off, out of the dust and 
turmoil of busfness below. On his return 
trip to terra rirma he would need to travel 
the same as on his upward trip, for if he 
undertook to slide down the ladder, the 
friction would burn the seat of his britcnes 
out before he reached the first furlong 
tally, and then there would be a hot time 
In the old town tonight. Now we will as- 
sume that the most difficult task of measur- 
ing is accomplished without accident, and 
the fellow has returned to earth and had 
a rest and is ready to start on the measure- 
ment around the wall of the city, the com- 
bined length of which is six thousand miles. 
(To be continued.) 



FREETHOUGHT FUNERALS. 



Provisions Shoiild Be Made To Have Them 
rropeny uonauciea, 



(By Josephine K. Henry.) 

I wish to say a word in regard to a mat- 
ter which in my opinion should be dis- 
cussed by Freethinkers at once. I refer to 
the great need of having proper persons of 
ability ready at all times to conduct the 
funeral ceremonies of Freethinkers. Twlca 
within the past ten days I have been im- 
portuned to conduct Freethought funerals, 
one in Illinois, and the other in Warren 
county. Kentucky. 

I am in no condition of health to render 
such services to our departed comrades, 
and to our great cause, beside for nearly 
three weeks death has been hovering over 
my home as my aunt, Mrs. Jane Fuller, 
now nearly eighty-five years old. had a 
terrific fall and has been lingering between 
life and death, so I have been totally un- 
fitted In my own extremity to respond to 
these urgent calls. 

The last requests of Freethinkers should 
be sacredly compiled with, and provision 
should be made by us at once to have 
speakers ready at all times to conduct cere- 
monies. There is nothing that Christians 
so gloat over as to go through their mean- 
ingless platitudes over the lifeless body of 
a Freethinker, and we should see to it 
that it is not allowed. 

If circumstances about me and my health 
would permit, I should make the conduct- 
ing of Freethought funerals my special line 
of work, and if I am ever situated so I can, 

I Will dO 80. 

Let us stand by our colors in life and 
make suggestions on this important matter 
through the Blade and other Liberal Jour- 
nals and that the coming Freethought Con- 
vention at Canal Dover, Ohio will provide 
for this great'need. 

Let us see to it that the rights and re- 
quests of Reason are respected. 

Loyally yours for Freethought In life and 

Versailles. Kentucky. 



Ready To Help If Needed. 



NEWTON, IOWA.Enclosed find five dol- 
lars to move my tab forward to that date. 
I see in the Blade you may need some help. 
I will do my part to defend our Liberty. 

B. B. MOFFITT. 
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Cbc Blade's Correspondence 



Wants to Know. 



muncie, ind. — i have been reading the 

Blade for four or fiv«> month-. I think I 
have read every article thai bai bean pub- 
lished in it during that time. Some of the 
articles are quite spicy. Some of them ar* 
such that show tht writers to have been 
persons who have tried to inform them 
selves upon the subject they were writing 
about. And to me it appeared that some 
were writing to just fill up space in your 
paper providing you printed it. But take 
it altogether I like it very well. What 1 
like It the most for. is, its tend< ncy toward! 
Freethought. The great trouble I see, not 
only with Freethought periodical! and 
papers, but also with what known as 
religious periodicals and pepen, is they ah 
went to convince the world that they are 
right, and to do this they continually quote, 
quote and quote and refer t f) what some 
one has written or said: and by doing so 
try to establish their elalmi. Or else argue 
the fallacies, and unreasonableness of the 
Ideas their opponent may present: and hoot 
and scoff at as they put it such foolishness. 
To me all such stuff is the vrry worst of 
petifog cry. Now sir we have a great many 
people who believe, and ore happy, in the 
belief of a God. An overruling divine prov- 
idence. To whom they look for a happi- 
ness beyond the grave, others denv iny 
such being and seem to bt iu<t as happy. 
And in as much as your paper denies the 
existence of a God. 

Will you please tell me through vour 
paper how you know there is no God. Tell 
me also how you know that man has not 
an Immortal principle that does not exist 
beyond the grave? Now don't refer me to 
the Bible. Neither tell me what som<- i at 
else taught. But tell me how you know 
it. Will you also please tell me what it 
is that builds different bodies from the 
same protoplasm? Also tell me if pro- 
toplasm has mind, and if one mass of 
protoplasm is able to communicate and ex 
change ideas with another mass of pro- 
toplasm before it is converted into a bod v. 
of animal, man. birds, insects, fishes. f ■to. 

The Spiritualists as a rule claim to be 
Freethinkers: and they believe that nan 
does have an existence beyond the prav*. 
And to their minds at leant demonstrate it. 
Tf I were to ask them what evidence they 
have of an existence beyond the prave thev 
would quickly tell me because. T have seen 
I have heard. I have convers* d with, and 
received communications from those whoee 
bodies had been buried manv rears before. 
°f course we know the position the 
churches takes concerning .Testis. 

Is this not a truth? A man's belief or 
disbelief Is not always a saf.« guide ts 
it not also a truth that aeon individual 
believes and disbelieves according to the 
faculty of the mind they have n use at the 
time, and also the degree. We know as 
quick as thought men's minds have bean 
changed. Don't you think It would be bet- 
ter to study the faculties of rn^ mind more, 
and Creeds and Dogmas less? Let rnrn 
person understand from what facultv thev 
speak and act, and to what degree they 



hare tin 1 faculty or faculties, in action at 
all times. Do you not think that would re- 
move mpcritltton from the mind of indl- 
vlduall far quicker than any other course 
that I an be tak< D ! 

Hoping yon Will MllWef this thronuh yOttT 

paper and alao publish this communication, 
am respectfully, 

WM. SMITH. If. D. 



Promises $10 And Then Some. 

TTURDLAND, MO. — My "tab" savs out In 
May. Weil one, dollar and fifty cents will 
set it forward until May 1909, so here it is. 
I have not missrd a copy (f the "Blade** 
since the first one enme to my notice, about 
six or eicrht years ago. Look it up and 
see if I have lied. And T don't Intend to 
miss a copy, but if T g<-t in arrears one or 
two t ) i < nthl keep firing her to me. I am 
going tf> instruct my administrate r to se?- 
M with the "Dlnde" with ihe first monev. 
Prosecute the P.lade did yon say. force it 
to suspend? Well! I don't believe In law- 
suits. oe*/er bad a law suit in mv life, and 
I don't want one; but you sen my liberty 
has never been assailed. So if you are 
forced to defend your Honor. Liberty and 
the Freedom to spenk of the Truth, vou can 
count on me for a ten. T would fight for 
my right to sneak the truth (ifi becoming 
Ipnpuaee). to the last ditch and T will ex- 
tend to you $10 00 for help if von need it. 

W. S. MILLER. 



The Spirit of 76. 
PTCKERTNOTON. O— By some means T 
failed to get the number of Blade askintr for 
help in case of a le Ka l for illegal), fleht. 
but now T hasten to sav that T am c»'ttine 
old. am already nor r and In poor health bu» 
T feel that to have the Rlnde sunpressed 
would take the onehalf of the pleasure out 
of life for me and worse bv far the effect 
it would have upon the cause of tru*h and 
liberty, So T snv draw on me for five 
simoleons to begin with and if necessarv 
double it and it shall be forthcoming if T 
baTfl to go hungry to save it T love peace 
as well as anv man on enrth. but if T am 
forced to fight it must be *o a finish. 

JOHN KEMP 



Loves Socialism Better. 
AT. TOON A. PA- Your letter to hand and 
in reply will sav. as a Frertboueht publi- 
eation vour Plade is the best T have rend 
vet, and f admire the "fleht" vou are mak- 
ing, yet T am not satisfied with your teach 
intr. You mav be right. T do not 1udge 
either the actions or the results of anv 
actions of any individuality. As to your 
trouble with the Pestofflce Department. In 
cate you have any. T sincerely hope you wIP 
win. yet the Penrose Pill wis aimed dl 
reetly at the "Apneal to Reason ." Ohicatro 
Dally Socialist and all Socialist publication. 
\nd it will be ever/thing we will be able 
to do to keep our own head* above water 
and preserve cur own paper?. Financially 
T am not able to increase mv leadlncr mat- 
ter at the present time so you will kindly 
discontinue the Plade to my address. 
Again wishing you success in your battle 
for a free press. — D. W. B. MURPHY. 



Give 'Em Fits. 



That*! what 
■CARLBT SHADOW." 
Walter Hurt's great rad- 
ical novel, does to the 
forces of bigotry and su- 
perstition. And the sec- 
ular press of the country 
goaded by the church 
element, is throwing a 
on -T it, too. No other 
novel of this decade has 
been so widely and so 
bitterly denounced by 
orthodqx iritlcs —which 
is sufficient proof that It 
is all right. It has ere- 
at.-d | sensation in con- 

0s^pj servative circles and 
fct j| aused consternation 
MS it is enthusiastically 
endorsed by leading 
Frectthlnkeri through- 

_ out the world. You al) 

Imow b m iin t eaa write .»nd in this book 

hi ,s K nil beet It is an elegant volume, 
fit to enuuneat the finest library; containing 

papts, printed <>» Heavy egg-sheii paper 

;ii.<1 bOttnd in ox-blnod cloth. 
Pilot *l.. r >0, postjui.1. 

BLUE GRASS BLADE, 

Lexington, Ky. 




O. M. ROBINSON 




Violin Maker 



E. SEVENTH ST. 



ST. PAUL, 



Buy your violins and get your repair- 
ing done by a man of 50 years experience 
and will guarantee everything or no sale 



The Wage Slave 



A Socialist Weekly, that advocates Indus- 
trial rjnlontaHB. 

V 

K<\ nlwtionaiy to the core. 
EDITED BY A FREETHINKER. 
The ontmy of everything that supports th» 



\.l In -as: The Wage Slave Box 337, Hancock, 
A. M. STIRTON, Editor 



Be Sure and Subscribe For 

Secular Thought 

A Fortnightly Journal of Rational Crltl- 
clam In Politics, Science and Religion. 

Organ of the 
CANADIAN 8ECULAR UNION AND THE 

TORONTO 8ECULAR SOCIETY. 

Editor • - - J. Spencer Ellis. 
Published at 185% Queen St. West, To- 
ronto, Canada. Terms, $1 per annum, In 
advance; single copies, 10 cents. 

All communications for the Editorial de- 
partment should be addressed — 

J. Spencer Ellis, "Secular Thought," 
185^4 Queen St. West, Toronto, Can. 
All Business communications, orders for 
books, printing, etc., should be addressed— 

C. M. ELLis, Proprietor and Publisher, 
Secular Thought, 

185% Queen St. West, 

Toronto, Can. 



16 (MEDIUM) SIZE 

Men's New Thin Model Watches 

HAMPDEN-'No. 104." 23 jewels, $30; 
"Wm. McKinley", 21 jewels, $22; same, 17 
jewels, $12; "General! Stark," 17 Jewels, 
$10; 15 jewels, $8; 7 jewels, $5.50. 

WALTHAM: "Riverside Maxlmus," 23 
jewels, $50; "Riverside," 19 jewels, $21; 
"P. S. Bartlett" 17 Jewels, $12.50; 15 jewels, 
$8; 7 jewels, $6. 

ELGIN — "No. 156," or "162" 21 jewels, 
$49; "Veritas" 21 jewels, $27; "243," 17 
Jewels, $22; "242" 17 Jewels, $18; "241," 
17 jewels, $12; "340," 17 jewels, $10; 15 
jewels, $8; 7 jewels, $6. 

CASES— All the above In the new Thin 
Model Sllverlne Screw Cases. In Pahy's, 
Crown or Deuber filled gold case, guaran- 
teed by the manufacturers for 20 years, 



BLUE GRASS BLADE 

artistic hand chased or plain, $3, or hunt- 
ing case, $5 more. In 25 year case, $2 more 
than in 20 year case. In cases guaranteed 
for all time, screw, $8, or hunting, $10 
more than in Sllverine case. Prices of 
solid gold cases on application. 

Every Watch Guaranteed Fresh and New 
from Factory (no "shopkeepers,,), an accu- 
rate time keeper and, if well used, good for 
fifty years or longer. Will be kept in order fov 
one year. Beware of "Special" movements 
and cases, made nobody knows where, and 
which you cannot price intelligently and 
buy everywhere. Also beware of die work 
"engraved" cases — they are a fraud. Those 
listed above are known to be the best 
watches made, and if watch Is new and 
perfect, you are safe to buy them where the 
price is lowest. I pay freight. 

Describe closely what you want and let 
me send you cuts and prices — also of my 
Freethought Badges and Ingersoll Spoons, 
Ring Gauge and my great little tract, 
"Theism In The Crucible," free. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, 

LaGrange, Cook Co., Ills. 



Tomorrow Magazine 

is the only publication In the world that 
deals with all human problems from the 
impersonal Viewpoint. 

It is published expressly f>" those who 
wish to see how their own cherished be- 
liefs and sacred notions appear In the 
nude, stripped of all racial blu and preju- 
dice. 

By reading this magazine you will learn 
to draw all your conclusions from funda- 
mental principles, i. e., you will learn to 
think correctly. 

SPECIAL — We will send three month 
trial subscription for fifteen cents if you 
are not already a subscriber. The regular 
price of To-Morrow is ten cents per copy 
or $1.00 per year. This office may be 
withdrawn at any time, so you had better 
write NOW. 

TO-MORROW PUBLISHING CO., 
Hyde Park, Chicago, III. 



15 



Six Popular Books Sent Free 



As a matter of advertisement and to in- 
crease the circulation of our advanced thought 
literature, we will send the following six books 
frc* to every reader of this magazine who will 
co-operate with us: 

CONCENTRATION: Ths road to Success, 

by Henry Harrison Brown. This Is a book 
containing 128 pages written in plain and sim- 
ple language by this popular author of New 
Thought books. It Is a clear and practical 
treatise on the attainment of success In every 
walk of life. Price, finely bound In cloth and 
gold, $1.00; paper cover, 50c. 

THE CELESTIAL LIFE, by Frederick W. 
Burry. A new book of 144 pages, full of bril- 
liant presentations of truth, highly optimistic 
throughout and directing the way to light, life 
and power. Handsomely printed and bound 
Price, cloth and gold. $1.00; paper cover. 50< 

SPRIGS OF POETRY, by Norrls C. Sprigf. 
LL. D. Colorado's favorite poet. This book 
Is like a harp of a thousand strings— five 
hundred poems, on such a variety of subjects 
that no reader may fall to strike a harmon* 
ious chord. It contains fifteen beautiful Illus- 
trations. Price, leatherette, 50c; cloth and 
gold. $1.00. 

LOST IN THE BOTTOMLESS PIT, by J 

Haeckel's "Riddle of the Universe." It pre- 
sents a new hypothesis for the solution of 
problems of life and mind. Over 200 pages of 
inspiration. Bound only in cloth and gold. 
Price $1.00. 

8IDEREAL SIDELIGHTS, by Charles Loult 
Brewer, author of "The Elder Brother" and 
"Stepping-stones to Heaven." This Is a well 
printed book, containing a number of profound 
and brilliant lectures on Socialistic and New 
Thought lines. Price, In paper cover only, 50c. 

THE TRUTH ABOUT NEW THOUGHT, by 

Julia Seton Sears, M. P. The whole world Is 
asking "What Is New Thought ." This booklet 
answers In a clear and concise fashion that 
satisfies. Pries. 10c. 

If you wish to secure any or all of the above 
books, send ten cents In stamps or coin for 
sample copies of our Advanced Thought pub- 
lications, and we will send you special offer 
blanks which will enable you to secure the 
above books free. Address 

..THE BALANCE PUBLISHING CO., Inc.. 
1700 Welton 8treet Denver Colorado 



The People's Press 



Fearless in its advocacy of Freethought 
and Reform. 



Published weekly at 111 Blue Island Ave., 
J. B. Lena/ ^ hicago » *^ _ p^aj^ 
Official paper of the Materialist Association. 

Subscription, 50 CenU a Year. 
In Canada, or Foreign Countriee, |i.oo a Year. 



—Summer Vacation Trips— 

VIA 

QUEEN & CRESCENT ROUTE 

Lake, Seaside and Mountain Resorts 

Summer Tourist Tickets Now On Sale. 



If you intend tsking s trip fill out blank and mail for information. 
H. C. KINO, C. P. Ah 101 East Main St.. Lexington, Ky. 



Name - 



Address 



J 

j 



BLUE GRASS BLADE 



<em<sf^* ^+^^?^K+^+^+^'+^+*Hm^;+ \ 

The First and Only Complete Edition of 

VOLTAIRE'S WORKS ' 

ever published in English has Just been completed by the 

CRAFTSMEN OF THE ST. HUBERT GUILD 
New translations by WILLIAM T. FLEMING, Including the Notes of TOBIAS 
SMOLLETT, Revised and Modernized A Critique and Biography 

by the RT. HON. JOHN MORLEY. M. P. J 

I 'FSPREAD Interest has prevailed in the publication of this great author's work*, n« it £ 
marks a rew era in the world of literature. The real history of Voltaire's life and t ^ 




U r of tus writings have been denied English-reading people until this « it . 

*; 



tfSJftl ail d. 



\ e is eminent alike as historian, SSjte, satirist, wit, philosopher, econorri '. J 
., essayist, as the champion of mental liberty and the foe of Jmokraoce U i.l 

i historical writings are tLe creation of one who *us the admired friend < t t " <? A 

,ns of his d iy. Histories written with such opportunities gain in every way. His vo!um< - 3 

. us J, 



as the champion of mental 1 

i the 



" The Age of Louis XIV" are by the one man best fitted to treat the Grand Monarch and h.s 
•nvironni' nt. 

' La Henriade'Ms the grestest masterpiece of Epic poetry ever written and the most elo^i- t J 
presentat.on of religious toleration the world has ever known. His tragedies are the most prised a 
Classics of France, and his Dramas have been played a hundred years. T, 
1 h« ' Philosophical Dictionary" is the best known of Voltaire's works. The writings pre <j 
lucid and self-explanatory, an inexhaustible compendium of information and deligbtlul enter- £ 
tainnient. He was among the first great Encyclopedists. 



Voltaira was the t*r« 
r for 



iorofa new civilization. As much credit must be given hi'n i s - . 
permanent establishment of this great American Republic TIic: J 4> 
rm movement, among the many to the credit of the nineteenth tu - 



nny man in all history 
Is scarcely any successful reform 

tary, which was nut either originated or pioneered by Voltaire. 



Voltaire will always be regarded as 

the greatest man in literature, of modern 
n of all times. 



Atheism and fanaticism are the t«o 
poles of a universe ot contusion and liorr r. 
The narrow rone of virtue is between 
those two. March with a firm step la thai 
path; believe in God and do good. 



FORTY-THREE HANDSOME VOLUMES f 

Siie SW x h% Inches— 13.034 over 160 I 
illustrations of which 45 arc hand colored. 

1 .! • til.. 1 I I . I T . . 111 t 'T- 



ay that it is initsclt a most i; 



dramas in < volumes, PoeflU and Essays i 
um« s, a id Hiograr hy, containing Biograph. — 

I)ictionary in 10 volumes. 1 he forty-third volume ia an Index. It has been compiled in such a 4> 
t interesting volume. 

PI . . 1 I J r . -I » J 1 • tl 



THF FniTinN Thc text l » printed from a new type, elegant and clear, on specially 4 

MIL. LL»I I \\JV% mad,. paper . M any of the Illustrations are celebrated in the realm of T, 
art as rare examples of the most exquisite and piquant old French designs, special to the text, 

forming in themselves a gallery of famous historic characters. Each volume has a froBtaspitOS 4 
by world-famed masters. Minute precaution has been taken to bring each feature of the work 

Hp to the stage of perfection. v> 

THE COMPLETE SET SENT FREE FOR APPROVAL \ 

We have bound a very lew of these sets in English Basket Burkram (Rcd\ and while the 1 
stock lasts we are Roiiig to offer them on these exceptionally low terms : bend the set to ycu £ 
free I >r examination and approval. If satisfactory, remit us f 3.00 and remit the bala ice |S7 00 

in small monthly payments. The Sets are Limited and Numbered. Whew t'.r ■ < | , re 

exhausted the price will he advanced to II72.H. A SPLENDID, MASSIVE LIBRARY CP T 'E 
WORLD'S OREATLST I ITER4TI RE, ALL ON APPROVAL. No one who possesses a I br*f] , ti. cr 
large or small, can afford to let this opportunity pass. 

REMEMBER — 



THERE ARE BUT A 
FEW SETS. 
CUT OUT COUPON 
SEND TODAY. 



St Mubert <5utlt> 

TOorfesbops 

AKRON. OHIO 



The St. Hubert Gal Id of Art Craftsmen 

Akson, Ohio 
Please send me, charges prepaid, the COT, 
of Voltaire, in Forty-Three (4)) \ ,1 
Ha sket Buckram. If sa i '.ctory, I v ; 1 0 
at once and S ? .oo per month for 19 months. If not, 1 will 
advise you within ten days. 

Signature 

Residence Address 

aty 



State Date 

u. C. B.-ol 



A Future Life 



A Critical Inquiry into the Scientific Value 
of the Alleged Evidences that Man's 
Conscious Personality Survives 
the Life of the Body. 

Embracing 

A discussion of the Doctrines of Resurrec- 
tion of the Body, Re-Incarnation, Spiritism, 
Annihilation, Theories of Metaphysicians, 
Phenomena of Spiritualism, etc. 

BY SINGLETON WATERS DAVIS 

An octavo volume of 172 pages, witk fine 
frontispiece Portrait of the author and full 
table of Contents, well printed on Crystal 
Hook paper and neatly bound in cloth. 

"A l uture Life? Is the title of a book 

Jufct out In my opinion it takes rank 

with the best thought of the times on the 
subject. Every conceivable phase of this 
mysterlojs subject ... is treated in the 
clearest sclent ific manner. My impreaaloi 
on reading it was. that all that Is known 
on this subject up to date is told here. It 
is a fortification behind which the thinker 
may feel himself secure. . .this very ex- 
ceptional book Is the product of a mature 
and exceptionally-fine analytical mind."— 
J. B. Wilson, M. D., in the Blue Grass 
Blade. 

Seventy-five Cents. 

Postpaid to any point within the United 

Foreign 10c extra. 
Published by the Author at 
854 E. Lee St. Los Angeles, Cal. 



"No Beginning" 

By William H Maple. 

THE IDENITY OF "GOD" WITH 
TURE DEMONSTRATED. 

The only book of Its kind in existence 

Neat cloth binding, 183 pagos. two striking 
illustrations, 76 cents, paper binding SI 

cents, postpaid. 



INQER80LL BEACON < 0 H 
7S LA SALLE ST., C 



